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Many people have asked, what it is that makes our religion unique? Whersin
do we differ from other religions? After all, almost all moiern religions
speak about loving your neighbor, doing good, being moral, raising a family,
ste. Thié is trus. Howsver, what distinguishes a religion or culture from
another is how it balances the various competing forces in life, how it
orioritizes competing vositive valuess. You can tell what a person's true
value systam is when h= comss to ;?cfossroad& in 1ife and must chooss not
betwesn gool ani evil but bstwsen two comveting positive values. What are
his prioritiés? Doss he deciie to send his children to college or invasst
his monsy for his rstirement? Doss he take his aged parent into his home or
does he accept an assignment in anothsr city which would be.gooi for his

caresr but would force his parent into a nursing home?

What distinguishes the Jewish religion is the oriority of its valus system
which differs greatly from other value systems. For example, traditionally
great smohasis was placed on education. In sfastern Zurope it was not

unheard of for a family to spend 50% of their income to insure that their

>

cbildren received a Tewish sducation. If a person came to choose betwesn
hiring a teacher or buying a pair of shoesithe teacher would come first.
If the choice was sithsr to study or miss several meals/the choice was to
study. There was’also}a great emphasis on family, what you were exvected
ani required to 4o for your family. Judaism's priority system is what

makes it unique.

W3 balievs that when G-4 intervensd in history on Mount Sinai He gave us a
voint of balance for these compating positive forces which we maintain to

this very day. He orioritized our values. This is what we mean when we say
the Torah has never changed. The law naver changes but obvicusly circumstances
do. Somsetimes in order to maintain the same balance, we do exactly the

opvosite thing we‘did before. For example, the Torah commands us to guard
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our hszsglth. This msans that in the summer we must do thz2 exact opvosite of
what we 3Jo in ths wintzr., In ths wintser 32 must put on a coat when ws Zo
outdoors whils in the summer w2 must take it off. The Torah has not changsd
one bit but circumstances have. A vivid illustration of this was brought

homs to m=z several ysars zgo vhen an inilivi lual avorcached me with & question.

it permissibls to stick little babizs with pins?" I looked

Hs askad wme, "I

]

th anger anil was rsady to throw him out. 1 saii, "What, ars yecu

«

t=te

at him w

jy¥}
"3
(O]

a sa2dist? In Tudaism you not allowsz1 to make a wouni. You are not
allowsd to torture v2opie. Jo you realize ths vsychological Jamage =2s well
2s ths physical damzge you coull do to ths baby? Asiie from ths damage

you woull do vo th=z baby, look a2t the terrible damsgs you woull bs Jdoing to
your own soul. Wwhat are you? Some kind of a nut?" He looked at me crushed
anl said, "But. Rabbi, I arm a doctor”. He wantsed to know if he could give -
babies shots. ”Oh"; I saiil, "that's different”. Actually though, whsn you

give 2 baby a shot you arse sticking it with a pin but it is for its bznafit.

It is to vrevent dissases, =stc. Obviously the law 3did not change but the

e
e

circumstances 3ii. The JTawish religion clearly dictates that to pressrvs

a baby's health anl orsvent diseass we are allowsd to give shots.

In ordsr to tsll how Judaism prioritizes the various compvesting positive
values in lif% requirses a great deal of study. That's why the study of
Torah is so important. Whan peovle try to changs Juiaism,they do not want
to allow Judaism to oraservs its own voint of balance bstwesn comveting

values but they want it to adopt another culturs or religion's priority

(@]

system. They want to changs Tulaism ani maks it into something it is not.

For example, theoss vho weull downgrads the family and accevot altsarnative
life«styles comnletsly destroy Juiaism's oricority s

ystem. Thoss who 3downgra-dis
g

ct

Jewish 1lsarning ani are not int

o]

4]

restzd in supnorting what they want to do
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with Tewish sourcess ani ovinions obviously have alrsady vorsjuiged any issue

thzay are discussing by alenting another culturs's oriority system ani

e
'3

2ly. The Torah doss not change. Circumstances,

discounting Judaism's ent
though, somstimes 4o change ani in ordsr to maintain our same position we

may do opposite things. 1In fact, this distinctior betwsen the law and ths
facts is rscognizedl in the court.systems of America where we have jurie

who 3Jetermine the facts an? julges who then dstermine ths law baszd4 on

the facts. 1If ths facts change,then a differsnt law avpliss. The law

does not chliangs bHut which law avoliss dsvends on the facts. In Tswigh 1lifs
throughout *the azss most of the argumsnts have bsan on interorsting the facts)

not on what is thes laur.

~

Cne of the ways Tulaism 4iffasrs from other religions is that Judaism is not

Just concerned with the individual. Tudaism is very much concerned about

3

building a comrunity. We balieve that the way you crganize a community

-

has a great 4sal of dearing upon how veople live ani act. We have a
resovonsibility not cnly to’ourselves ani to G-1 but)alsd)to our community,
This can be seen sven in our American system. Whét.iistinguishes the Unitegd
States from, for examnle, Mexico®? The people in Mexico are obviously as
smart and as virtuous and as dedicated ani as commited as the veople in the
United States, but we hers in the United States, have had much grsater

. his "
sucecess in allowing each infivijual to. fulfill thedir votentigl thanANexico.
Why 1s this? It is bscause of the way = are organized, the way our
comrunity is set up. It is becauss of our form of government, becauss of
our having originally distributed the lani, the Homestead Act, etc. America
is strong ani prosperous,sﬂq not vrimarily because Americans are ambitious

(<]
and hard working, but hacause the way ths community is set up. Cur prioTitiss

havo—eliewod—us 4o accomplish what ve_baanE&mnfEukﬂL

—_—— T
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Scon we are to celsbrats Israzl's Independence Oay. Israsl gives Taws

throughout the world ths unique opvortunity to demonstrate to the world
Jewish values on a community lsvel which is impossiblemany other place in
the wvorld. We already know of the many positive contributions that Israel
has maije admeady in the areas of agriculture, scisnce, child care programs,
community living, Tcrah scholarship, stc. This is only the bazinning. It

1s our belief that TIsrael rust continus to flourish ani grow because the

that i1l come from it. It +ill serve as a beacon

(&)
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worl i nseds the m a
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to ths whole world because it will show the worlid the unigueness of our
religion, ani based on Israel's experisnce the whole world will bensfit.
May Israel continue to grow and flourish and may we soon ses it at total

peace with all its neighbors.
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ih tgé Torah portion Behar we learn how society my be just even though things
may look good on the surface if things below are rotten the whole society
will collapse. This holds true throughout life. Unfortunately, there are
many people who just like to put on a good show. They constantly stress
surface things. This reminds me of the story of the businessman named
Goldschmidt who could not find time to take a vacation. Finally his wife
prevailed upon him to go to Florida. Unfortunately, at the end of two weeks
he dropped dead. They brbught his body back to New York. His family did
not observe the Jewish rules of not viewing the body. 1In Houston most

of our rules of mourning are observed primarily, I believe, because Levy's
Funeral Home is located in a far neighbor. We are not bothered by the
problem of viewing and all the bodies buried in our cemeteries are washed
and buried in fééhreecheem thanks to the good work of Chevra Kadisha headed
by Julius Chapman. 1In any event, the body was placed for viewing and some
of the business partners passed the body and commented how tanned and heélthy
the man lookéd to which his wife»;eplied, "He should. The two weeks in
Florida did him a world of good“{' This, of.course, stressed how many people
just base all their opinions on surface impressions. This, many times, does
grave injustice. Not éll Jews in Houston are rich and just ask Henry Spira
of the Gemillos Chesed Society how many free loans are needed. One of the
major reasons why cofporation; want college graduates is not because of the
skills they learn in college but because they speak a similar language.

They are able to communicate much easier. They do not have so many hassles,
but it is really only a surface tﬁing. In Judaism we are taught not to rely
on surface impressions. In this Torah portion we are taught that you should
not take from him interest and you should fear the Lord youf G-d and your
brothers should live with you. You are not supposed to charge interest to
those who need a loan for the basic necessities of life. We are not talking
about business investments. It is strange, though, that here it uses the

expression and you shall fear the Lord. Usually this expression is used when



BEHAR 1981
PAGE TWO
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

only the individual himself can tell whether he is doing the right thing.
For example, only you know whether or not you are giving good advice. I
once had a friend who was a stockbroker and when another one of my friends
came to him he gave him the worst possible advice. He was mad at him about
a girlfriend or something. It turned out that the stock market acted
according to his advice and in two months my friend was a millionaire and

he gave my stockbroker friend a Cadillac. My stockbroker friend felt so
guilty he had to come and pour his heart out to me. In this case, though,
the expression and you should fear the Lord your G-d does not fit in because
we can tell whether or not the person has charged interest. The meaning
here, the Rabbis say, is you should not even use the fear of G-d to fool
people. That, too, is a terrible sin. Once in New York we found a caterer
who was cheating on the kosher laws. When we confronted the Rabbi who was
in charge of the mashgiachs he said how is this possible. The caterer davens
with a Gartel. Surface impressions were false. There are many people in
the world who all they crave is publicity and honor and they are only
concerned with surfaée things. One of the big differences between Israel
and the United States up till now has been that in Israel they are concerned
with the real thing.rather than appearances. The fruits may not look as
nice as the fruits here but Eﬁey taste a lot better. The hospitals may not
look the way we expect a hospital to look but people live longer in Israel
with all the terrorism than in the United States. Today we are honoring

a couple who shun publicity, who have done so many good things that nobody
knows about. They are real people. It is not the surface that counts.

It is what is beneath it. Substance is always more important than appearances.
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the suits and clothes and houses they need and the poor, like in South America, would
grow poorer and society would collapse. We need each other. Parents need children and
children need parents and we should teach them that we need each other more than we need
things; The story about the Roman father who took his son to the Colliseum. There some
people were being thrown to the lions. The little boy started to cry. The father said,
"Why are you crying? These people are enemies of the State." The little boy said, "I
know, Daddy". "Then why are you crying?" said the father. "Because the little lion in
the corner is not getting any." Unfortunately, that's they way many people feel today.
They just want to get theirs. This attitude can only lead to destruction. We all need
each other and only when we all work with each other can we gain material prosperity.
The symbol of Judaism is a Covenant, a treaty. We need G-d and even in some ways G-d needs

us and we certainly need each other.
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Everyone knows that the 7th day is Shabbos. We all speak about Shabbos and its obligations
and duties and many people think that Shabbos, itself, means the 7th day, but the word
"Shabbos'" in Hebrew refers not only to the 7th day of the week. In the Torah Shabbos

also refers to holidays and in the Torah portion Behar it also refers to the sabbatical
year. In the 7th year there should be a Shabbos for the land, a Shabbos for G-d.

We also learn that the Jubilee Year, or Yovel year, is also refered to as a Shabbos.

The word ''Shabbos" in Hebrew means '"to cease'", "to desist'", and "to rest". The word
Shabbos does not just refer to the 7th day. The Rabbis teach us that if we look at

the four things Shabbos refers to we can understand the needs of the human soul. On

the Sabbath, the 7th day of the week, we say "Shofas Vayeeno Nofash" "and he rested",

and it is commonly explained "he was refreshed", but the word "Vayeeno" comes from .

the soul. Shabbos is what we need in order to have a rich inner life. Life only has
meaning and depth when we have a rich inner life. The Shabbos, the 7th day, stands

for one of the concepts that we must have if we are to have a meéniﬁgful life, if we

are to'haVé an enriched and integrated life. Shabbos teaches all of us that everyone

has worth just because he is and not because he creates or does things. So often in
America today the view is that you are only what you do, that if for some reason you

cannot produce you are no good. Of course, we believe people should work and produce

. things, but that is not the essence of their.being. They are important just because

G-d created them. So often today people feel they only have worth if they have accomplished
certain things, and if not they are failures. I remember when I was a Hillel Director,
that the students who came to me contemplating suicide were not the "C" students afraid

of getting an "F'", but the "A" students afraid they would get a "B". They just could

not take the fact that they were not "A" students, and although most of them never
attempted suicide, they had deep psychological problems and some ended up under psychiatric
care. It is not important whether you have achieved all your goals or are elected
president of this or that, but just that you gave it your best. Each of us have self-worth

and Shabbos teaches us that. Every Jew is a king or queen on Shabbos even though on
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Shabbos we do not produce anything. The Shabbos is used in conjunction with the holidays
of Pesach, Succos, and Shavuos, and teaches us the importance of community. The holidays
come at particular times of the year. We can overcome the cold and the heat and all

of nature's vicissitudes if we have people to help us. The holidays also stand for
history. We can overcome slavery and exile and wanderings if we have a community,

if we help eachrother. Our inner life needs theufupport of fam?ly and friends and
community. The Shabbos that we talk about in fhis Torah portion, Behar, is concerned
with spaée. We each need a space that we know is ours to which we belong. One of

the problems that we Jewish people had during the exile was that we had no space.

This led to great insecurity and, although we were able to survive because we knew

G-d needed us and wanted us and we had a community, it was difficult. Our space was

our books, but tdday with the founding of the State of Israel each Jew breathes easier
because we know we have our own space and Jews in this country are much more aggressive
politically becaﬁse we know we have a space. Everybody has to feel they have a place,

a place in a family and a place somewhere on earth,ﬁfFinally, the Shabbos of the Jubilee,
of the Yovel, stands for freedom, that we are f;ee, that our fate is not sealed by

the gods, that we can make meaningful choices, that we have the power to do good and

we know we can do good. That's why at the end of this Torah portion it says "Es Shabbos
Sosai Tishmoru Umigdoshi Tiro" "My Sabbath you should observe and My holy things you
should revere." If a person has these qualities of Shabbos, if he knows he has self-worth
just because he 1is, if he has a community and.has a place and knows that he is free,

then he can accomplish great things as long as he realizes that this world is a holy
place and we are supposed to be G-d's partners in creation. I am reminded of a story
they tell about a fellow who went out to the golf course and there he came across a
difficult hole and he was thinking to put his new ball down, but then he saw there

was a lake and he decided to put down his old ball when, all of a sudden, he heard

a voice shout out to him, "Use the new ball." He took out the new ball and put it

down when all of a sudden he heard a voice call out, '"Take a practice swing.'" He then
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took a practice swing. Feeling confident he stepped up to the tee only to hear the
voice boom out, '"Use the old ball." 1In our scheme of things it does not make any
difference whether you use the old ball or new ball. It is up to us and whether we

knock it into the lake or not does not matter. We each have great self-worth.
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In- the Torah portion Behar we learn about the Sabbatical year. The
Sabbatical year is referred to as Shabbos. Actually, in the Torah the
word "Shabbos” is used to describe four ditferent occurances. It, of
course,_descbibes the weekly Shabbos, whith commemorates the creation of
the world. It refers to all Jewish holidays as Shabbos. Also, in the
Torah tﬁe Sabbatical year is referred to as Shabbos as is the Jubilee
leear; the Yovel The characteristic of all these Shabbatot is that they
...;réihoiy We - all know about Shabbos Kodesh, the hol1ness of. the Shabbos

Ne all know, too, about the hol1days, whlch are called Mlcra_Kodesh,;the

f convocations of holiness. Of course, we iearn about the.Jubileg.Year in
this week’s Tbrah portion. - ‘V’Kee Dashtem Mishnassa HaMeesﬁeeﬁ Shonoh --
And you shall sanctify the 50th year." Th¢ characteristics of all these
four institutions is holiness. 1In fact, there is another institution
which is called holiness in Hebrew and that is marriage. Marriage is
known as Kedushim. What exactly does it mean, though, when we talk about

holiness? What does holiness mean?

First of all, of course, we_ﬁhow holiness means to be separate, to be
distinct. The Jewish peopléfare considered to be a holy people because
we are separate; unique, aﬁd distinct. It does not mean we are better
than other peoples, but we have been given a special mission from G-d to
\
be His p?htners’in spreading His moral teachings throughout the world.
‘Although'many Jews are not worthy of this task, and many Jéws do not -even
‘waﬁt this task the rest of the nations of the world know we. have this
>task. That is HoQ H1tler,”whtﬁ hé set . about dettroy1n§ us,‘Justifléd
what he was doing by saying, "The Jewish people gave the world a

conscience, and we do not need a conscience.” So, holiness means to be

separate.







