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One'of the major problems of our day is the breakdown 9f any objective
L]

standard of what is right or wrong. Our society has ‘6ﬁ§§t<5;;ast hook ,
it

1ine//and sinkesgthe_idea'of subjective morality, the idea that if something

feels-good,it must-be good, that how you feel about something determines

completely its morality. This type of thinking is destructive of society
and is even worse than the Greek idea which stated that if something was

beautiful)it must be good. At least,with the Greek conception there was
some objeétive‘oriteﬁlart:Beauty had to have some form.

In our day and age 1t all depends upon your feellngs and even our art,

2
'd'llterature

They are almost all formless because

Elfeellng, 1tseLf, 1s amorphous. Thls‘ldea of subjectlve mora11ty also strips

away from"parents any authorlty over the1r children and also, akes away
from them their. functlon as role models. Chlldren can_ffgpsay, "You are

'rlght, your’pirtlc#lar'11f€2§tyle may be good for you but)as for me I feel

» _ ___The_trouble w1th subjectlve moral1ty
and the elevatlon of‘feellngs as the sole repository of rlght and wrong
is that human feellngs can be very destructlve. To some people,it may
feel good to hlt another:person.e To other people<ft may feel so good to

kill and, in fact, in the ancaent world and¢zn(syenjmodern Indla there

have been cults of profe551ona1 klllers. R1ght now,: crlme is rlslng 1n
© gear€n!

our country at a featful rate. This can be dlrectly attrlbuted, 1n my
/-"‘—""’-

oplnlon, to the rise of the 1dea that 1f somethlng feels good you should

do it.

Philosophically’the underpinnings for this idea were laid out by Kant
who talked about the autonomous man. Morality was to spring from man,:Q/“V/i
himself. Man, himself, was to determine what was right and wrong. No

outside law could ever be imposed on man because this would limit his
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freedom. This concept(géEEEE§§>the notion that every man,unaided)could
arrive at the same standards of morality. This proved to be false and

all we are left with)today,is the idea that each one of us has our own

subjective,individual morality and that it is based upon how we feel about

2

cértain things.

of course, there are problems with trying to live with objective standards
that stem from outside ourselves. They sometimes seem to stifle us as
1nd1v1duals.: They sometimes -are not always the true expression of our
inner state.' They sometlmes can»lead to depre551on and neur051s if the

does not accompany it,

¢ concept of Teshiva o"

but they w111 allow us to measur gselvesgahd_toprise to hlgher; loftier

levels. If a person falls short o the basic{objective'standards of honor

and 1ntegr1ty ‘as - 1a1d down 1n the Torah he can Stlll try again to reach

dthem;~ It is wrong to say that all values depend only on feellng* There

is a r1ght and a wrong out51deﬂo'; 2 h}of us and we must always try to do:

what is r1ght even though sometlmes we may fa11.

In Judalsm'we try to comblne subject1ve and object1ve morality by education.
We try to educate people 1n values sO much and S0. long that subjectlvely
they would always feel that they must do only what is object1ve1y right.
That really is the purpose of Jew1sh educat1on, to 1nterna11ze Jewish
'*52322, to make them second nature. We ‘must work at 1t, though. That's
_what 1* means to. be a mentsch _ Sometlmes, though, 1n splte of ouréiewish
educat1on we may feel we. want - to do. thlngs that we know are objectlvely

wrong. When this happens,we must heed the obJectlve morallty out51de of

ourselves and not our feelings.

This idea is expressed clearly in,the‘very substance on which the Ten

Commandments were given, The Ten Commandments were given on tablets of






