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this has been true throughout history. The Jewish people, especially when

they fight among themselves, not only lower their standards but invite the
enemy to destroy them. If a country is to be strong it must have both elements.

It must have people who believe in personal purity and also in helping the

poor and the helpless in society. Only in this way can it endure.

Let us hope and pray that the rift in current American society will be healed,
that soon it will not be seen to be contradictory that a.#erson can both

be personally pure and very concerned about the problems of society and

wish to cure them. We Jews go out into the succah. at Succos to teach us

that we must help perfect nature by taking all the elements of nature and
combining them in ways char‘:”.gmduce better health and better knowledge to
help us. all. We also go into the succah to teach us that we have to be
concerned about people who live in huts and poverty. Let us hope and pray

M ue ol hae

Som
that everyone seon will learn Wew to go not only to Sayer but also to Succos,
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One of the tragedies of the modern world is that somehow those people who
believe in personal purity and self-discipline do not believe that society
has any responsibility at all to help the poor or the helpless or the less
fortunate, while those who believe that society has a responsibility to
help the poor and the helpless, by and large, do not believe in personal
purity and self-discipline. This dichotomy is totrally foreign to the Jewish
view of things. We do ’not see any contradiction at all between being personally
pure and being concerned about the welfare of the poor and the helpless

and the handicapped, etc. Somehow in the west ideas of personal purity

are associated with religion, while the ideas of society helping the poor
and the helpless seem to be rooced in the so-called atheistic philosophies

of the French Revolution.

This tragic dichotomy has caused an immense amount of suffering even in

our country today for no reason. People who are loyal churchgoers and who
themselves are personally pure refuse to support any programs which allow

the government to help the poor and the helpless, while, on the other hand,
those people in our society who are willing to help the poor and the helpless
and disadvantaged add to the problems of the poor and helpless and disadvantaged
_by not stressing to these same people and to themselves 'l:he need for personal
purity and self-discipline. Drug addiction, loose sexual morals/mores,
exces:iﬁe alcohol consumption, lax health practices all contribute to the

problems which they feel society should help cure.

In the Torah portion Toldos we learn about the blessings that Yitzchak gave
to Yaacov and then to Esau. These blessings seem strange blessings because
they do not seem to speak about spiritual things at all. They seem to speak

of only physical things. It is true that in the third blessing which is
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mentioned in this Torah portion, a blessing which Yitzchak gave to Yaacov
before he leaves ostensibly to seek a wife in Mesopotamia from his mother's
family but in reality to flee his brother's wrath, the blessing of Abraham
is mentioned, but in the blessing which Yitzchak gave Yaacov when he thought
he was Esau and the blessing which he gave Esau contains at first glance

no spiritual message at all. It talks about the dew of the heavens, the

fat places of the earth, plenty of corn and wine, people serving you, etc.

Perhaps a clue to what these blessings really medn can be found in the Torah
portion Vayishlach where after Yaacov and Esau are reconciled it says, "And
Esau went ce‘; his way to Sayer and Jacob travelled to Succos."” The rabbis
explain that the word Sayer means a goat and is another name for Yom Kippur.
On Yom Kippur the famous ceremony of the scapegoat was enacted in the Temple
at which time the people's sins were symbolically sent out into the desert.
Esau could only go religiously as far as Yom Kippur. Yaacov could go to

Succos.

What's the difference between Yom Kippur and Succos? Yom Kippur is primarily
a holiday of personal purity. It is a holiday.in which we strive to rid
ourselves of our guilt over our actions in the past by confronting our sins,
admitting we did wrong, and determining never to do them again. It is a
holiday in which we basically look at our individual actions. Succos, on
the other hand, is a holiday in which we go out into the world, in which

we proclaim that G-d has given us a task and that is to make a just society
and to exploit all the marvels of nature which G-d has given us in order

to make a paradise on earth. The rabbis are very much aware of the fact

that to some people religion can just stop at Yom Kippur and, therefore,

they have ordained that on the Haphtorah on the day of Yom Kippur we are
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to read how it is necessary for all of us to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, etc. G-d does not want a fast that just allows us to concentrate

only on ourselves. The rabbis teach us that Succos is placed purposefully
five days after Yom Kippur to teach us that Yom Kippur and Succos are tied
together. You first have to have a Yom Kippur before you can come to Succos.
You first have to believe that you have to be personally pure before you

can attempt to correct the ills of the world and the ills of society, otherwise

you may make them both much worse not better.

The rabbis all ask the question, why is it that on the holiday of Succos

we bring 70 bullocks? On no other holiday do we bring so many bullocks.

The rabbis say that we bring them for the nations of the world, that on
Suqcos a Jew is supposed to pray for the nations of the world. They also
ask, why is it that on Succos we take only natural material? The schach
that is placed on the top of the succah must be made of natural materials.
If you made a mat out of reed you could not use it. It you shellacked wood
you could use it for the sides of the succah but not for the schach. The
lulav and esrog that we take are all natural. Why :’e‘&ﬁ concerned
about natural materials? Also on the Shabbos of Succos we read a portion
from the Torah which does not seem to have anything to do with Succos.

We read about Moshe saying to G-d after G-d had forgiven the Jewish people
for the sin of the golden calf, "You did not wake known to me who You will
send with me (to lead the Jewish people from Mount Sinai to Israel).' Moshe
continues by saying, "If Your presence does not go with us, do not take

us up from here." Finally Moshe says, "I will know that You are going up
with us if we will be distinguished, I and Your people, from all the nations
of the earth." In other words, "If the Jewish people are distinguished,

if they have great men in the arts and sciences, then I will know that You,
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G-d, are with us." What does all this have to do with Succos?

The Ramban, or Nachmonides, tells us that there are actually two holidays
which celebrate the creation of the world. One is the weekly Shabbos about
which we read in the Book of Genesis, that G-d created the world and rested
on the seventh day. The other Nachmonides says is Succos. That is why
there are seven days of Succos corresponding to the seven days of creation.
Stmin”i Atzeres and Simchas Torah are special holidays. There are actually
two aspects to creation. Shabbos celebrates G-d.creating the world out

of nothing. Succos celebrates the unfolding of the process, of creation
which began when G-d created the world. G-d created everything that the
world needs in order to become a veritable paradise. Succos teaches us
that creation is an ongoing process, and G-d has asked man to help Him complete
the process of creation. It is our job to take.the materials which G-d
has given us and to fashion them into materials and structures which will
benefit us all. Raw nature is cruel and vicious. Man cannot live like

an animal. Man is the most puny of all animals. Other animals do not have
to cook their food. They do not need clothes. Without clothes in the north
we would freeze to death, and without clothes in warm cdimates we would
all get skin cancer. G-d created the world. He created everything that
we need to make this world a paradise. G-d initiated the process for the
completion of the world and He has given us the job of being his agents

in completing the world. We must, though, start with ourselves. That is
what circumcision is all about and basically what the hymen is all about,
too. We have to perfect ourselves before we can even perfect creation.

We have to be personally pure and self-disciplined before we can perfect
nature and society. That's why on Succos we go .out into nature to remind

us that G-d has put everything in nature that we need to perfect the world
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but we have to find it. We have to discover all the things in nature which
will help us credte a paradise on earth. We have to discover the medicines
and energy sources and techniques to give our people good health, to all.ov
our societies to function correctly, to give us the tools in order to create
a paradise on earth, but there is a problem. The problem is that everything
we discover can be used both for good or bad. That is the symbol of the
esrog. The rabbis say that the forbidden fruit that Adam and Eve ate in
the Garden of Eden was not the apple but the esrog. The esrog is a symbol
that man can use all the knowledge that he acquires both for good and evil.
The more advances we make in chemistry the better food products we can produce
but also the more efficient we can become in creating chemical weapons.

The more efficient we become in physics the better power sources we can
create but also the better atomic bombs we can create. The more advances
in biology the more genetic defects we can cure but also the more monsters
we can create. Knowledge is a two edged sword. It is lour business to

try to make this world a paradise. All our modern inventions have helped
man expand his life expectancy, develop his artistic and spiritual talents,
but they also have led to a Holocaust and to other mdss exterminations.

At Succos we go to nature because G-d has told us that He wants us to help
Him complete the process of creation, but we also pray for peace because
unless there is peace among all nations all the discoveries that we make

will not help us. They will only destroy us.

Moshe, too, was now about ready to embark on a new mission. He had. completed
his mission of taking out the Jewish people from Egypt and leading them

to Mount Sinai to receive the Torah. G-d was now telling Moshe that he

was to take the Jewish people dnd bring them into the land of Israel where

they would enter history and help Him complete creation. Moshe wanted to
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be assured by G-d that G-d would be with him because without G-d's help

the mission would be futile. Everything that the Jewish people would discover
to make the lives of all mankind better could be turned around and instead

of being used to help mankind could be used to ﬂestroy it. Moshe said,
"G-d, if You will not go with us, do not take us up.' This was, in effect,
the blessing that Yitzchak gave Yaacov about ch# dew of the heavens, the
fat places of the earth, the corn and the wine,i and that the peoples would
serve Yaakov. Yitzchak was not talking here ab‘f)uc military conquest. He
was talking about how the peoples of the earth %uld want to learn from

the Jewish- discoveries, from distinguished" sciehr.iscs and men of arts and

letters that would come from the Jewish people.i Therefore, everyone who

|
would bless us would also be blessed because tth would be blessed by the

great advances that would come from our people.i Everyone would recognize

Jewish people were a distinguished people as he Rabbeinu said. However,

|
because of these advances that G-d was with ti.]ewish people, that the
|
if the Jewish people would slip, would become p#rsonally immoral, then none
|
of their genius would avil them. The Jewish pe?ple would be subjected to

|
the sword of Esau. If the Jewish people lower ‘fheir moral standards, then

they would be subjected to the power of Esau.

That, of course, was the second blessing of Yitfhchak which he gave to Esau.
Yitzchak was telling Yaacov that the Jewish peo“)le must be both personally
pure and be concerned about the world if they a%e to fulfill their mission.
Esau only looks at personal morality. He conce‘ves of religion only in
personal terms not societal terms. Esau only.gres as far as Sayer. When
Esau sees the Jewish people act immorally, thenihe knows that they have

|

forfeited G-d's protection and he attacks them Ind destroys them even if

the advances and knowledge they bring can great
|
|

y aid him. Unfortunately,





