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We know that on Succot we weicome the Ushpeezim to our succah. These are special
guests. Every day we emphasize the visit of one of them. The Ushpeezim are Avraham,
Yitzchak, Yaacov, Yosef, Moshe, Aaron, and Dovid. The rabbis say that these seven guests
refer to the seven commandments of Succot. The seven commandments of Succot are taking
the four species, the fifth one is the succah, the sixth one is simcha, the commandment to be
happy on Succot, and the seventh one is Chageega, the commandment to have formal
ceremonies on Succot. The question, though, can be asked, why is it that Eliahu is not one
of the Ushpeezim? After all, we remember him every Shabbat when we make Havdallah.
We set a special cup for him on the table during Pesach, but on Succot we do not mention
him. The rabbis tell us that Eliahu cannot be one of the Ushpeezim on Succot because he
was always castigating the people. He did not show them through deeds of loving kindness
how they could achieve the right path. He did not understand until G-d told him that G-d's
power is in the still, small voice. That's why he had o turn over leadership tc Elisha, who
actually made a revolution in Israel because he understood that you change people from the

inside out, not the outside in.

Succot is a holiday in which we learn about the joy of our religion, about how it spiritually
uplifts us. Everyone of these Ushpeezim taught us what we need to know to lead uplifting,

joyous lives.

Abraham and Sarah, of course, taught us the important of hope, of never giving up. They

eventually would settle in the promised land. They eventually did have a son together. Hope
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isa~ necessary ingredient to be a religious Jew. Yitzchak and Rivka taught us how you must
be willing to be different, how what people think is not as important as what you think about
yourself. Rivka came from a family of idolaters and crooks, and, yet, she was different.
Yitzchak was willing to pursue the mystical ways without being concerned about what other
people thought. Yaacov and Leah and Rachel taught us the importance of the spiritual over
the material. Yaacov did not have to leave Mesopotamia. He was becoming richer and
richer, but be knew he was losing his spirituality. Yosef taught us the important of
repentance. Unless you can forgive peopie, unless you can look to the future instead of the
past, you cannot be a religious person. Moshe taught us about the importance of study and
action, that we must put into practice what we teach and learn. Aaron taught us the
importance of ritual and ceremonies, because they bring people together, like today we are in
the synagogue together because we want to observe certain rituals. Dovid taught us about
happiness, happiness in spite of problems and setbacks. The seven commandments of Succot

stand for these things.

Abraham is the lulav, which sticks up high and gives us hope. Yitzchak and Rivka stand for
the willow, which draws its strength from the water and does not have to bend to each
passing wind. Yaacov stands for the myrtle, which stands for spirituality because it also
stands for the eye, the eye which looks into books and not into possessions. Yosef stands for
the succah, itself. He was able to transform Egyptian society and make it better, while, at
the same time, not forsaking his Jewishness. Moshe stands for the esrog, a person whose
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learning and deeds were unsurpassed. Aaron stands for the Chageega, the rituals which we
all need to bring us together and lead richer lives, and Dovid stands for simcha, for the true
joy which flows from the ianer man and which cannot be destroyed by adversity. We all

have this inner joy if we will just look for it.

There is a famous story of Yitzchak, the son of Reb Yonkele, who had a recurring dream
that in the city of Prague, which was several hundred miles away, there was a huge fortune
under a pillar of the bridge, and that he should dig under that pillar and he would find 2
fortune. After having that recurring dream for several months, he could not take it any
longer and went to Prague. It took several weeks for him to get there. Finally he got to the
bridge. There was a guard at the bridge and Yitzchak did not know what to do. After
walking past that bridge a hundred times, the guard said, What are you doing here?”
Yitzchak told the guard the story. The guard started to laugh and said, "That's funny,
because I have had a recurring dream that in a village several hundred miles from here there
is a man named Yitzchak and under the dirt floor of his squalid hovel there is a huge
fortune.” When Yitzchak heard this, he quickly ran home, dug under his own floor, and
found the fortune. With that fortune he reputedly built a synagogue called the Synagogue of
Yitzchak, the son of Reb Yonkel.

Each of us knows that we have the capacity to be happy if we have the right attitude. Iam

also reminded of the story they tell about 2 man who went to a bagel shop. Every day he
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- ordered a bagel, put down 2 dollar, and walked out without the bagel. One day the owner
grabbed him before he could leave. The man said, "I bet you want to know why I don't take
the bagel every day,” and the owner replied, "No, I wanted you to know the bagel is now
$1.25." This total disregard for others will never bring happiness, only grief. Let us all
hopeandpmythntwewil]hxvetheconemattimdesomeMnshiachwillcomequick]yinanr
day. Amen.




