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at his friend and said, "What? And admit I have been a failure?" In life
many times we do admit we have been a failure, but instead of getting the
support and encouragement of people around us they just pounce on us. They
just hurt us worse. They tell us we should go back to the filth that we
cepe from instead of encouraging us, instead of making us feel better and
allowing us to arise to fulfill our special destiny as a partner of G-d4 in
creation they push us down even more. On this Yom Kippur let us always
remember the lesson of Shabbos: that we are created in G-d's divine image.
Hegheu:kl—*l-se—au&r the lessontof Yom Kippur: that we should always
encourage each other to live up to that divine image. May we all, by so

doing, merit a year of Health, Happiness, Prosperity, and Self-fulfillment.
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Today is not only Yom Kippur. It is also Shabbos, and because it is Shabbos
we will say certain special prayers, and we will also omit certain prayers.
In the Torah there are two holidays which are known as Shabbos Shabbosdn,
the Sabbath of Sabbaths. One of them is Yom Kippur and one of them is
Shabbos. Shabbos is known as Shabbos Shabbosidq Ladoshem, a Sabbath for G-d.
Yom Kippur is known as Shabbos Shabbosim Lochem, a Sabbath for you. This
seems very strange. We would think that Shabbos, the 7th day of the week,
would be a Shabbos for you, and Yom Kippur would be a Shabbos for G-d.

After all, the weekly Shabbos is a very special time. We eat special foods.
Ve enjoy ourselves. We do not spend all day in shul, etc., while on Yon
Kippur we spend all day in shul, we do not eat, we do not drink. Therefore,
we would think Shabbos would be for us and Yom Kippur for G-d, but the Torah
says it the exact opposite. Why is that? Also, when we talk about the
highlight of this holiday we says, "On this day shall atonement be made for
you to cleanse you from all your sins. Before G-d you shall become pure.”
Why do we have to say, “"Before G-d you shall become pure”? It is enough to
say, "On this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you from all
your sins". Why do we have to say you should be clean before G-d? What's
more, when we talk about Yom Kippur in the prayers we say that "G-d forgives
and atones our sins and the sins of His people, the House of Israel". Also,
we mention Shabbos before we mention Yom Kippur. We say, "King over all the

universe Who has sanctlfled Shabbos and Israel and Yom Kippur". Whymis

that? Why do we say theoe pm's m

It seems to me that the answers to these questions are found in the comment

Dinoy
of Eliezer Dimeth, who said that when the rabbis speak about the fact that

if Jews would only observe two Shabbosim the world would be redeemed, they
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were not talking about observing two Shabboses in consecutive order or even

two Shabboses separated by some time (Shabbos is referring to the 7th day of

the week), they were referring to if the Jews would only celebrate one Yom

Kippur correctly and one Shabbos correctly they would be redeemed. What

does Shabbos actually teach us? Shabbos teaches us that man is not an

animal. Shabbos teaches us that we have a spirituality, that we can grow,

that we are different than every animal. That, of course, is the basis of

Judaism: that man is unique and special. He is not just an ordinary act of

creation but a special act of creation who has a special relationship to G-

d. Unless we believe that aswdaus, then there is no point in believing we

can make a better world because animals just act by instinct. ' Naziism is

based on the fact that man is considered nothing more than an animal. In

fact, Goring once mentioned to the British Ambassador Henderson that “the Y 4£r$‘r

problem with you British is you have not de-humanized yourself enough". In e
o s g e

the animal kingdom the rule of the survival of the fittest holds sway,

QFn should do like every animal does and take whatever he can, whatever he

wants. Animals have no sense of morality and take whatever they want

whenever they want it. We used to think at one time that animals were noble

and only killed for food or territory. They made many studies in Africa and

found that lions kill other lions more than even human beings kill human

beinqs‘man; Ximes for no reason at all, probably just to establish

dominance. In the wild there are no wounded or sick animals because the

other animals attack and devour them immediately. The Nazis believed the

same thing. They believed in survival of the fittest. Since the Germans

were the superior race they had the right to take anything they wanted. We

have to remember that the Nazis did not come from the ignorant peasantry of

Y. & . es
Germany. The hotbedyof Naziism #as the universities. You could not become a

member of the SS unless you were a college graduate. The members of the SS
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loved music, art, literature, but they were hideous monsters. Man has to
believe that he is special and ﬁnique and all human beings are special and
unique and are G-d's creatures, otherwise we will turn into animals.

That is what Shabbos tells us. Shabbos tells us you are not an animal.
You can rest one day a week. You can enjoy the spiritual aspects of life.
You can appreciate music and art and literature and still be a hideous
monster like the SS were. You need more. You need a belief that man is
special and unique and that G-d wants to have a relationship with us, with
all of us, not just some of us, that we are all created in His image. The
Nazis did not believe this and did not know anything about the importance of

Shabbos.

That is, of course, what kashruth teaches, too. Kashruth teaches us we are
not animals and do not eat just anything we want. We have a spiritual side
to us which elevates us. At one time we Jewish people were immune from the
vices of alcoholism and drugs, but no more. Our children are now into these
things, because kashruth is not prevalent the way it used to be. Our
children have been taught that they can eat and drink anything they want.

If it makes them feel good, let them do it. This applies in another aspects
of life, too. There is no sense of dignity, self-worth, respect, and
spiritual elevatation that you are unique and special and have to hold
yourself up to a higher level. I know the shtetel has been criticized
roundly, but the shtetel produced spiritual people who are not violent, who
did not take to violence. Perhaps they carried it too far, and maybe during
the Holocaust they should have had more violence. Maybe some of the people
in Israel today have carried it too far, too, but the truth of the matter is

that moral people are made. They just do not exist. When we give up on

values and on the idea that man is special and unique we are in trouble.
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in a mikvah. When you come out of the mikvah you are clean. On the other
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hand, when you come into contact with tie dead you become ritually unclean
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accept Shabbos. We know that human beings are unique and special. We know
e -

we should have done better, but we failed. Instead of having the support of

our community and our friends, instead we b nothing but criticism. We

ey
are just pushed and pulled down. This applies not only to individuals but

to the Jewish people as a whole. On the first days of Rosh-Hashonma-l

talked—ebout trow we—should-never give up on ourseives amd our children.
Todwﬂr{énrwwwmtmm—mmmm. We should
forget about this terrible pessimism and criticism which=ig—afflietingus -
Bow: I am told-that-the real reason the Israel cahinet caneetled Lavie is———

beeause the United States said they would cut o

in _aid-to-Israelif they Would not cancel the Lavie. ~We have to be

optimistic. We have to be filled with hope. We should not destroy each

other and destroy our people.

That is why it says on this day that G-d forgives us and forgives the sins
of His people, Israel. We sin many times against each other by our loose

g
talk, by pushing each other down, byaﬁﬁ encouraging people who want to live
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I am reminded of the story of two bums who were tramping along the

countryside. One rainy day they were beside a brook they took out a few

crumbs and started to eat. One tramp looked at the other and said, "You

know, this tramping around is really not what it isﬂﬂcracked up to be. Life

is really miserable following this way of life." His friend said, “Well, if

you feel that way, why don't you get a job?" The tramp looked in amazement





