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EimThe symbols of the Jewish weddicg are more than sywbols. They also speak g (j
about what is necesssry in erder to have a bappy and fulfilling mareiage. i mﬁ::#_}
The bride and che groom, the rabbis cesch wa, are considered as if Chey ik |Fnl‘
are rabors on thoir wedding day, ALl their previous sink are forgiven,
That is why it is customary among Orthodox Jews for the bride to go to
the mikvah, which is a symbol of rebirth, and for the cowple to fast on

their wodding day. It is & symbol that they are starting out anew,

The groom amd the bride are escorted ko the chupah by their parests and

the marriage takes place before at least & mingam. This signifies chat

the couple is not just gettimg mearried for themselves. They are gertimg
mareied in ocder Po forge & mew link im the chain of Jewish generations.

They aré not getting married just for themselves buc for the Jewish people

and for their parents. It sigmifies that their parents have socoessfully
completed cneé of the major tasks incumbent wopn ewery Jewish man and woman:

to raise their childres in such & way mo Chat chey will one day srand under

a chupah and get marvied. Fehs is, in & certain sense, the parencs’ graduation.
They have soccessfully fulfilied one of cheir charges: to make sure chac

Jowiah penerations d¢ not end with them.

One amcient Jewish tradicion is for the bride cto circle the groom as we
circle the synagogee on Simchas Torah. This is oo demonstrate chac from
v o the brude shpuld be the most preciows thing 1o the whole world ko
the groom and vice versa. The bride and groom stand under a chupah, which
ig 8 slraoge abtructore. IE has & rvoof But oo sides. This 18 Eo Eeach
the cosple that the most imporcant ching in marciage is thac they share

& CaOn values and aspirations. The chupah stands for the couple's home.
The sides of the home could be made of platinum or gold, but if the couple

dosia not ahare common goals and aspirations, the marrisge will not work.
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On the other hasd, che sides of the couple's home could be made of straw
or tin, but if the couple share commom goals and aspirations, Che marrisge

will endure and che couple will b= happy.

The ccuple drinks from twe cups of wine. These cups sigeify fruikfulness,
BucERds, inner joy, and happineas, Childreo should be the desire of every
cauple. They add, they do mot subtract From the couple’s own relacionship,
They deepen this relaciosship, Thers are two cups of wine becsuse not

just material suscess is needed in 2 marriage but inmer joy amd happimcss
ard needed. A& couple can enjoy good material success but be miserable

in their own home, People looking ar thea [rom the outside could chink

what a wonderful couple they are, but if the inner dynamics of their relationship i;‘tl'ﬂ' _

ru}:ritmi.

will nat éndure. The couple sust respest each other's individealicy,
Im the Jewish rradition, respect is more important cham love in 8 marriapge
because vnless a couple respects =ach other and cresce asch ather with

kindness cheir lowe «i11 wither,

That is one of the meanings, too, of the braaking of the glass. Glass

iz different frem ctlker objecta. Ironm ruste, wood rots, but a piece of

finé cut glass can last For centuries amd every morning a8 the hues of

the sun reflece in the glass méw colors and new beauty cam be seen, However,
glass has & defece. TF it wlips through your hasds_ {¢ smashes inka 2
million smithereens and cannot be reconstituted. Treating FOAUIT SpOusE

with disrespect causes the glass to alip from your hands and causes love

to be smashed into & million smithereens.

Drimking from ehe same cup also signifies chat the cauple wust share the
good and bad in life. Their marrisge wust be based on "we", mor "|".

Their marriage must be the most important thing in their lives, IF their
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cargRra or other things take precedence, che maveiage will have a hard
time enduring. The ring, too, signifies that the husband takes opon himsell
te support and be faithful to his wife and, by her acceptance of tha riag,

the wife declares rhat sbe will e faichful o him, Fidelity is also essential

in a marriage.

To sum up, the Jewish mareiage ceremony, itsell, cells the couple what

it is that is needed co builld & souwnd sarviage: 1) That they are getting
marcigd not just for chemselwes but for Che Jewish pecple and, cherefore,
Ehey are not Eo ¢uk Eheir fies with their famulies or their veligion,

They are to also realize that the number one persom in their lives should
now be theit spouse, but they are mot to cut of f their sther relaticnshipa.
2} That they tust share common goals and aspicaticms and put their marriage
belore everyehung elae, 33 Thar they should want to have childrem. &)
That they must always creat esch other with vespect otherwise their love
will withar, 5} That they mzat be willing to share @with each other all
life's ewperiences amd not shut out the other partner. 6} That they must
be faithful to =ach other and the huzband mast be williag to swpport his

wife.



