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In the Torah portion Haazinu we have Moshe's last poem to the Jewish people.

In it he reviews Jewish history. He tells the Jewish people how they are going

Lo détert G-d and how they are gafmg Lo be punished, but how G-d 1s still going

to bring them back to the Tand of [srael amd that any time they get into trouble
they should read this poem because this poem will explain to them why things are
happening to them and giwve them bope for the future, The poem starts out with

the words, "Listen, O haavans, and [ will speak and 1ot the land listen to the
words of my mouth.® This 15 the exact opposite of what Isaiah said in his statement
where he sald, "0k, hear, o sarth, and Tisten heavens." In other words, he reversed

it. What is the difference between [safah and Mashe Rabbeinu?

Moshe Rabbeinu gave the Jewish people ideals. He wanted also to give them & land
but he eould mot give them a lard, He said, *Give ear to the heavens.” Moshe
Rabbeinu fleshed out the covenant that was eriginally given to Awraham Ovzinu,

We @1l know Lhat we Jowish people have two covenants. We hawve the covenant that
was given to all mankind by G-d to Koah., Therelfore, we believe thal all human
beings are im a covenantal relationships with G-d. That is why we do not feel
compelled to convert everybody to our religion because they still have a way

ta G-d. It 9= a difficult road to G=d but they $ti11 have a way to 6—d. Ha feel,
thewgh, that wa have a special covenant in addition te that covenant, the covenant
Lthat was giwen to Abrahan, and gur rovenant 15 to be G-d's parnter in bringing
redemption to the world, to help G-d perfect the world. Thit rovenant was fleshed
aut &k Hount Sinad when Moshe Rabbeinu brought down the Torah to ws 8, therefore,
this covenant was explained snd Moshe Rabbeimu gave us the values in order to
implenent the cowerant. e gave us the means in order to implement the cowenant.
He gave us a view of life, meaning to 1ife which has persisted to this day, He
also wanted o give us the land but he could not. They say that the difference
bebween [avid Ben Gurion and Moshe Rabbeinu wes David Ben Gurion wanted to give

Ehar Jowish people values and meaning Lo Dife but a1l he could give them was the
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land, Moshe Rabbeinu, on the other hand, gave the Jewish people values, gave
the pecole & way of life although he was mot able to give them & land. This poenm
demonstratas that the Jewish people have & Tand but they desert the values that
Moshe Rabbainu gave them, iF they desert the Torah then they will be expelled

from the land. They will not be shle to kesp tha land,

The question stil] remains, why 15 it that Isaiabh said, “Give ear, o earth,” and
then ke said, "Listen, o heaven,” We all know that in addition to ideals, im
addition to Terah, we hawve to hawve practical realities. DIsalah Vived during the
time of King Cheeskesabu, & very righteows king who pushed Jewish education, so
much 5o the rabbis say that every child in [srae] knew a1l the laws of Judaism,
even the intricate laws of ritusl purity., We stressed Torah and ideals wesry much,
but you aiso have to Tive in the real world, too. He felt that he did mot have

to participate so much in the real world. He did it for two ressons, one of which
wai becapse he wented to concentrate on Torah, but the secomd reason was he thougnt
that because of the prophetic mature of his own character that he was going to
produce an evil som,  In fact, the Tenach tells us that Cheeskesabu grew deathly
111, almost on the verge of death when he was wisited by Isaiah, and Isaiah told
him, *What®s the matter with you? Why don't you pet married like everybody else
i5 supposed to get married? He said, "I can't get married because [ have a prophetic
premonition that if T get married my son is going to turn ocut evil and [ don't
wanl to produce &m avil son.” [zaiah sald that was not his business, that he

was just to prodece children and give them the best Jewish education he could

and then 1% was up to thes fo follow in G-d°s path, [saish went on to say, “And

I will tell you what I will even do. 1 will ewen give you my daughter to marry,”
and that is exactly what happened. Chesskesahy oot well and married the daughter
of lsaiah, according to this Medrash, and they had a som, The son turned out

to be a very wicked king. His name was Menashe and he ruled for over 60 years.

IK fact, in the Gemora Sanbedrin he safd that Menashe was one of thase people
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who did mat deserve the warld to come, Later they relented and said since he

did Teshuva he probaoly will get the world to come, but why did Menashe act the
way he did? Menashe acted the way he did because be was under ferrible pressurg
Treom Assyria.  Assyria had just destroyed the morthern kingdom of lseael. It

was the year 721 and he was besieging the city of Jerusalem, It Tooked hopeless
but Yeethayu said you hawve ta fight. The Jewish people have to be peeserved.

Yo canmt give up even though Cheeskeeahu wanted to comcentrate om Torsh, Lo
Cheeskesahy fought amd a mirscle heppened, The army of Sanchered for some reason
dithandied and fled. It was even recorded in the ammals of Egeptian history as
the day of the mousa. Hhat the mice had to do with ft, nobody 15 guite sure,
Either there was a constellation in the sky similar to a mouse or mice atiacked
the cemp,  Sanchered lost his battle and went back home to Assyria he was actually
assacsinated by his own children who blamed hin for not conguering Judan, but
because Lheeskesaby held out and fopght Judsh was able to last for another 150
years, 30 we Sef that as [saiah said, it is mot Just enough to hawve values; wou
have to be willing to fight for these walwes. Therefore, he stressed give ear

Lo the keaverns, It also must be pointed cut that Menashe, according te the Medrash,
ended up by killing even his own grand®sther, Yeeshayu because he protested and
felt that Mepashe was making too many concessions bo the Assyrians, Menashe's
Job was to make sure [srael could stay fmdeperdent and because he was under such
terrible pressure from the Assyrians ha had to let in the ido? worshio and do
other things to placate then, He was successful. He preserved the Jewish state
and the Jewish people but he @1Towed a ot of evil influences in. At the endof
his Tife be did do Teshuws but we sea from this that many times we are under terrible
pressure and many tines it is difficult to krow what to do.  In fact, what the
rabbis in the Talmid were saying that Menashe would mot be worthy of the world

o come and other rabbis said, what ave you talking about? IT you had Tived fin

the times of Menache you would have picked up your skirts and togas and would



HAATTHU 1955

Babbi Joseph Radinsky

Page Four

have run after him.  In Jewish 1ife we must listen to the heawvens and we also
have tp take account of Ehe earth, but the most important thisg, Moshe Rabbeinu
wad right, is Tistening Lo gwr walues, We see that in Snerica today our walues
are being callad Inte questicn. Jews do nob Teel that it is ieportant to be Jews.
A% T mentioned earlier in my Rosh Hashonna speeches that we Jews have to fael

that we are Jows for the world, to redeem the world. Unless we fesl that 1t is
necassary for the world for us to be Jews then we will stoo befng Jews, and iF

we sbop being Jews then we will guickly assimdlate 4 we do mot continue Bistendng
o the heavens. In fack, T resember whan the Hungarian Jews came over in 1956
afbter the Hungarian Revolution, | remamber that they all had marks on their asms
and had lived through communism. These were peor people and in many respschs
Lhey did some ham to orthodoxy because they brought certain ways from eastern
Eurape which are not fitting to America, but, on the other hand, they sawed Jews
in America because in spite of their paverty, in spite of the fact that they came
with nothing, they insisted their children receive a good Jewish education. They
had 1ived through the Holocsust, They all had mushers an their arms.  They hawe
lived through communisn and they saw what heppened whan the world deserts Jewish
values, They were detérmined that their children were going to have Jewish values
and they filled yeshivas and started schools and gave the oribadoxy & big push
which it 5till has even tp this day, It 45 frue that there are certain pecple
who, because of the lolocaust, last faith in Ged, but the truth of the metter

is that most of the people who sctually lived throwgh the Holocauwst believe in
G=d. Their percentage 15 s0 much higher than Jews sho did ot Tive throwgh the
Holocaust. A1 the Chassidim in Brooklyn, most of thesm have numbers on their
arms, and the same thing goss For Naysharim. The Jewish people must always renombar
that they were chosen to create redemption in the world, that they are partners
wikh G-d in redamption. If we forget thakt, then we are going to be destroyed.
That is axactly what the problem 15 today with some people in Tsrael, Some people
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in Israel want [srael to just be & novmal matiom. IF it is a mormal mation it
Will disappear, In fact, thal is what the Arab newspapers are saying right now,
They are saying, all right, maybe we won't defeat Tsras)l militarily bub we will
dafeat tham culturally slowly by slowly because the Jess will tire of being Jews
and we will infiltrate thém culturally amd Lake them ower. In fact, I have a

goad friend, anm Arab, 0 fack, 1 have seweral good friends who are Mrabs, there
are maré Arabs in Houston than there are actually Jews, and this Arab told me

that thiz treaty with the PLO and with Egypt and maybe with Syria and Jordan is
becaude the Arabé have given up. A1 this brevedn of Rrafat in his Tast minuta
megaotiatiors coming amd starting and gofng out and going in is just to cover up
the fact that they have really given uwp the fact of physically trying ta destroy
the Jewish posple. 1 do nol know if §& 95 true or not, | hape it is true but

T do krow that Israel has to be careful because iF [srael is only going to be

a nation Tike any other nation they are goimg to lose all Jewish support in the
United States. There would be a terrible cleavage between those Jews whi want

o be still Jows and those Jews who do not want to be Jews. [In fact, what has
happened now 15 Ehat we see Phat the lewe of fmerice only support Dsrae) becsuse
of two reasons. (ne reason 15 that they see §C 25 a shining light Lo the world,
that ¢ i% geing o help the world find completeness. [t s going to bring redemption
to the world and be a Tight wito the nations. The secaond reason why Jews in America
support [srael i3 because 1t gives them pride. Jews Tor 2000 years had to shuffle
and say yes &ir and ne §9r even to people who had no education and who did mic
urderstard culture, people who did mot urderstand intellectual things. That is
what one of the curses that G-d says He 15 going to bring upon us. He says that
since you have chosen gods who are not gods | am godng to proveke wa with nations
who are not pations. We Jews for 2000 years when someons spit on us had to say,
"h, 1t 1z raining out,” or if someors slapped us on the face we had to thank

them becausa they halped our toothache, We had to grovel and be excessively polite.
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That's why in Israe] today some of the people there act the exact opposite, not
polite at all just to show thet thay do not heve to grovel anymora,  Unfortumately,
what is going on now in the mregotistions have given meny Jows the feeling that
Isragl is once egaim groveling, groveling to get a treaty with the European Union,
groveling before the Arabs, and that has caused many Jews b0 Tos~ Chis appeal

that thay con hold [sreel up &5 & mode] for which thay want to aspire. Therefore,
it 5 wery important for the sake of the unity of world Jewry amd for the sake

of [sreal’s future security, too, that we remember what Moshe Rabbeiru told ws

in the Sedra, "Listen to the hesvens," Mace sure that you represent Jewish values,
Make sure that you want o bring redempbion to the world, thet you just do not

warl bo be a normal nation.

Today s alsp the Shabbos on which we are homering our new members and [ am so
pleased that we have so many new members, 471 families have Jolmed cur shul in
the past year, This, of course, is something that we &re all wery proud of.

Wa are proud because we knpw that you hawe joined cur shul because you wamt to
presarve and further the Jewish fdea that we need to help bring rederption to
the world. 1 knos thal wou Enow o+=F Jdewish education is aboul. 1 kEnow Lhat
you knoe what Judbism i5 about. Unfortumately, thowegh many timas when Jews say
they need Lo have a Jeswish school and teach Jewish things they do not knoe what
o teach because they really do nol believe anymore thab Judaism §s necessary
For the redeeption of the world, We are glad that you hawe jained us o this

adventure and we bape that wou will be with us For many, many years.

1 an reninded of the story they tell about a hushand and wife wha case ba shul.
Afterearda at the kiddush the wife looked at the husband amd sadd, "Did you sse
the spot on the rabai's tie?™ The husband sald he didn't see 1t. She said, *Ddid
wau Se2 hiw M. Goldberg yelled at his children?® He said be didn't see that.

She said, "Did you see that terrible stare that Mes. Stein gave her hishand?®
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Be sadd ke didn't see L. She séid, "Mall, what good is shul for pou?  In other
wards, shul s also a social place where we 211 get together. Mhat good is shul
doing youl? [t is also when we get together amd enjoy each other®s company, |
hope that you will all come to the kiddush later on amd we will a1l enjoy each
other's company and we will all be torothor fre mane waars, [ hope and pray that
With our working Logether to further Jewish ideals and with our working together
as & grouwd to make sure that cur institutions are firm bocause §F we have Jewish
ideals we will build the institution, just as the Humgarian Jows did who ware
poor Who beliewed in the ideals so thay somehow built the dnstitutioms. If you
do not beliese in ideals wou will never secrifice for institutions, so that we
will be together to make sure that these institutions are created, the heaven
and the earth is craated, so that we can further the Jewish ideals and that we
will be together in friendship and share simchas and, unfortupately, iF soreows
come we will b2 able to dillute the sorrows but that we will be together &5 an
gxtended faaily snd that we will be together to further Jewish iceals so the Mashiach

will come quickly in our day, Asin,



