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In the Torsh portion Hoazir we hiwe Misbe®s faresell poem to bhe Jewish peaple.

In it be briefly reviews bhe hisbory of the Jewish people snd he menlions the fact
that tha Jowish paople wid going Lo deseck G-d; that when troubles come woon thas
AF they mesd this posn they wall retwn te G-d and Uhe spenies of the Jewish people
Will ot Uhiir comauppencs, W& aluo leom bare many apeAsiona thal hawve agos
their woy into the English loncuesge like apple of bha epa, old ag Che hills, bha
howling desert, and so forth bocease this posn inflosnced geeakly bhe dewelopment
of Erglish literature. [ee of Lhe Lines 1k mentions here 16, "Remecber bhe doya
af eld, Cowider the years of many gereratlons,  Ask your Fabher s e will tell

¥ou, your eloers and they will say to you."

In Judajsm bhers are actuslly 3 coveranta, fra First covaneml G-d meds with all
Fummnity when He mode 1k with Rooh, ond bhe sign of that cowarsint 1 the reinbow.
The second covenant 16 the covenant bhab (-d meds with Mcalem o the sign of

Lhat covenanl i3 ihe Bris Milsh, the circumcision., Tre Lhind coveusl G-d mods
with the Jewish paople on Mot Sioen and B8 confieesd ik again af the Plains of
Moab and in thot covenant, of cowse, we learn how to ioplemant the idesls of Judwisn,
We learred about sll the mitreshp. The geetion id often saked, what it iz that
wins unicee and specinl ebout the first cossnent bhat the Jawish peopie hoed Lo with
G- Ehak wes mads with Mhcsfun?  The answer i3 that although thers were not oy
porticular mitzvehs of G-d in that covenant | Uhel cowsnent olloss os to feel Likes
Jews beCause He glves ue Jewlsh ideala,  Abrsbim wes given the massion ko bring
G-d'8 moggmge Lo Lhe whole world, (o moke sure that Bhe whole world would sventually
Live in pepes and dignity with brotharhood and love s cofpassion miguang suprems.
That is why we learn in tha First book of Bereishis, [eoesis, after all, why should
we oevan read Chab boox?  That Dook we no filzvabs on b, ol we do not evsn howe
oy oF the mitzvahse wntil shartly before the sxodes From £|;n,-|;r|_., B0 why shoilod we
lzarn the first book of the Bibls and part of the sscond book of the Bikle, Shemcs,
or Expdus?  The answer is beceuse we have ko lesmn how to feal like 5 Jew. The
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petriarche allowed ug Lo feel Liks o Jew. AL Moont Sinai we learned bew Lo ieplesent
Jawigh ideals theowg Jewish meano,  That is whel bhe mitevshs ace.  Inoour day
e aga plmet 811 Eba world hos sccepted Jewish ddeals.  They eie swven sablazored
un tha building of the United Mubions, hes Trosm Che words of lssish the nations
are going to beot thaic awords into ploughshares, ate.  Unfortunaibely, smeony of
the natione of the world use mesns which ere antitbetical to Jewiah idenis,  They
do not peslize that the esans in oodar to achieve the sdeale ama aleo vary, wery
impockanl.  There 1s o gresl Jewash role bto still be played n the warld bacuuess
we st b lize Jwwish masns L order Lo implement Jewish ideals, Jewish gosls
wtherwizs we will not be shle to do it, That's why mery Limes the calions of the
world look st kbe Jewich people and may, “Why don't you coma alorg with us?  We
hews already accepted your idesla. ey don'l you joan us new®® The answer is,

of course, that they have maf sdopted our meens and so, thersfore, since they have
not Roipiad ur mesny mamy of Lhe meors being used to o oamplemant e Jesish jdeals
Era anlithstical to Lhese ideals. fhey will not couss thess (desls to be realized
in practica. Thot is sheb this sentence 15 talking abouf when il says, "Remenber
Li deys of old. Understend bhe yeers of every generakion.  Ask your fatber and
ho will tell you." Your Father im the commandgesnts on Mount Sinat. "Ask your

elders end they will talk Lo you.™ Your elders are Shrehem, lesac, and Jscolb.

¥ou kraw Lhal Lhere ure actually 4 distinct types of Jowioh memory, Me Jows (esembar
rab jusb soowe should ressnber bul we pemesbor 50 thet we should be able Lo uss

whot we remember an order Lo schimve Ere Jewish futurs, tbe fotucs shen the whols
world wall be ab posce, when Bhe world will hose l=ammed the lesoons of Judsise

and will know brotberhood aed love end compession snd kindeess,  Therefors, we

age suppased to resssber, roncnoor oo Ehel weccan use whal we ceserber to implesent
Lhe ideals of our religeon b Ehe Future,  There are & different Jewish manories.

Ora 16 8 magitive memory. Thare are many Jews who remember ol the perseculions

aul they oo not want G0 be Jews angmore becuuss they do nob went Lo be houndad
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perkecuted g0 Lthay drap of f. There are other Jews who drop oub aled with regubive
mamoy 18s bacouge Lhey Fesl thab mnbe we Jewish prople deserve g11 thess Lerrible
thinga Ehet bove hoppened to us, otherwiss shy sould they lave feppeed to us?

But mosk Jews wnow thet this is nol so and one of the rasons Wby Jesisn history,
which 13 Uhe eecond Jewish memry, 15 so popelar is becasse thay tamch us Ehat

wi Gra- jist oo good 8% anybody slime.  Jewish memories shos thot Jows haen medo

such wonderful conteibutions o the world, We have nothing to be asheeed of,

The only probles wikh Ehis bype of Jewish mesory in thet b just tells you thaet

you are 85 good B8 everybody elsa. 1L does rot Eell you thot yoy should cond iros

Lo be Jewisn.  There ace mong Joews, eapstially pationslistic Jews, who Feel that
thiry apre just s good Be aveiybody =loe ond sinos they are just as good as sverybody
else they intermarry end sssinllate (nko other cultures., They Fave nobhing s

b arhaomed af,  They can atand on Lhair own with any obher group.  Then you heve
thm third type of memory which b8 & difecbic memary, = memory which beaches the
Jewish people aboul Lhe different folbesys and mibzvahs and chearvances of the
dewlah people bul iU doas nob tie jb in with the Jewish nission. What it does

Iz teachas @ sbout differant Jewish custons end ceremanies snd Tolkesys bul oL
foes not shos thab Ehese thimgs sre really esssntisl for ths world, [t doss naob
ahiw Dhat thess are Lha means thel ars recesssry 1o order too achieve Jewish goals.
Unfortumabely, that is how 8 lot of our Hebrew school tesching 18 Lodsy whers people
are taught 8 enateh of Habraw snd Jewish history ond the Tenach and =ven the Gerorah
but it is mob really tied in. It 1w not experientind. The Fourth mesory is exporiential
witichy maarks bhat we experience in own being that we knos theb being Jewashe s imgorkent
rak only For oursslsvés bub alse for kthe world.  We keow sore then st Tacts.

W cover bhe Ticet covenant s well as the second covenant. That's Why it mentions
over bere, too, shen it saya, "Rhan e most high gawe Lo bhe neiions their inheritoncs,
wien He separated children-and men Ha said, 'fhe poroers.of the pepple ie sccording
to the mamber of the children of lsreel for the portion of the Lord is His people,
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Jrceh bhe light of his bebecitence."  In obher wocds, Lhel ke Jewish peoples have
a unbgue ard spacial mission and that obesrving the mitzvabs and observing the
commardments ollows wre ko fulfill our miggson. Thess are nobt just folkweys ar
mogen ar wiys of Jesish expression. Thess are an inbegral pert of the woy e Jows
are going ko Ery Lo achiews Jewish sdeals bn the world. Let es all bops and pray
khat = will givé our childres bha Gdes Bhat Bhare oma bwo codanentg:  tha covenant
of Abpshem and tha covenant ab Sinok ond ws will shos bow they ere conmctad and
that they will wont ko be Jows and will conkbinee to be Jews until the Mashaioch

comes guickly in our doy.

1 am remindad of the story they tell sbout s yoimg men nemed Sen who wes beking

o closs in math. The teacher asked him, "Son, 2F youw bhed 52 and you asked your
friend Gary for 34, how much norey would you hese™  San replied, “Well, if T had

£2 and asbed my Friend Gary for $4, 1'd hawe $2."  The beacher said, ™Sam, you

don't undaratend seth,” and Sam Teplied, "Teachar, you don't understand my froend
Gary.™ Hhen it coves bo life it ie rob jesl Jsolsted fecte Cheb are important.

Facty mpsk be bied togatbar bo o visjion, [L 38 Bbyobsw's vieken Lhat is all inclusiva
and at Sinal we= leammed how Eo implement bhe vision. Let es all bhops and pray

kthnt all af us Jess bhroughout the world will wenk to implessnt Mbreham's vision
using the means of Simal so bbe world will gquickly be padesssd wmd Lne Mashisch

will come. feen.



