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In the Torah portiom Haazinu we have Moshe's lastc poem to the Jewish people.

Moghe in his final address ended hin address with a poem. This zlmost all the
rabbinic guthorities say is =n admonition. Hoshe warned the Jewish people that
when things are going to go bad chey should read this poen and chey would then
undaretand why things are going bad wich them and they will repent and thinge

will get butber, The Esnban, oo the othar hand, congiders thie poen cof an admaeition
Byt @ detailed bluepriot of the future of the Jewish people; that this poem starcs
by tzlking about the arigins of the Jewish peaple and ends up by telliog all tcheir
higcory. In facc, iF we read chig Torah porcion carafully we cam aea that Lt
speaks zbout events which seem to be orcurring im owr day. It calks about gachering
the Jfewish people in che land of Israel. Tt also talks abouc the Holocawstc when

Lo omaya, "1 chowught | woeild neke an eed af chem or maké their memory ceaae [rom
aromg men wera iC naf ChEt T dreaded the acemy’s provacatios chat cheir adversaries
ghould think wrongly, lest they showuld say our hend is exalted apd pot the Lard
hath wrought all chis." Im other words, G-4 wad golog Co make an end of the Jowish
panple but He chought betcer of it o that the asemies of che Jewish people and

His mem enremies should not gloac because G-2's name is inextricably tied up with
thie Jewigh poople. Hikler, himeelf, szid that. He =atd, "1 hate that semctic

G-d wich His theo abalt sotd asd thea ghalos."  We koow chat G-d, acearding Co

chis poem, is geing co redese the Jewish people for the sake of His neme, mar
neressarily becasse the Jewiegh people had done Teshuwa but Chat He was going to
aave Cha Jewish peaple o chat Hiz name should not be desscraced mnong the pacples,
Afcerwards {0 ends by daying, "Single nut, o ve natioms of Hiz people, for Be

darh awvange Che Blosd of Hig servanta amd hath réendered vesgesmce to Hig sdversaried

ard does make expiation for the lamd of His people.”

Even coday there are many who cannab understand why oor geeeration was che one

who wan praivileged to gss the rehirth of the State of Terael. What grest merit
did we have chat we should see the ingathering of the exiles fn our oem day aned

che rmbirch of che Scabe of Taraal? In fect, acms peapfe on tha ultrs orthodox
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right hawe & great deal of trouble theologically with the State of lerael becauss,
afver all, the Scace of Israel was noc brought Ento being by religiously observant
Jews, Yes, Ben furion went to weshiva and many of the early leaders of the Jewish
peaple were antually Talmsdic scholare, hut they, themsslvis, sere el pergonally
absarvant HOI, and how coms God used people who, themselves, were ool D03 observant
tir bring about the redemption of the Jowish people? They have great difficuley
with this, so there 1s an ambivalent ztiizude toward the State of Istasl. Thew
are im the govermment, out of the goveroment, do not want their children ta sarva
ii Cha arey, somatimes have chem aecve Lo the arey, asd evan choegh chey have,

g to speak, left wing views as to the velidity of the State of Lerasl religiously
chey scill in many political arees have right wisg views. The wltra orchodox
dgtarted & city called Emaneal oo che West Bank, but they are having difficulty
dealing with this because chey cennorC understand whaet merit de we have, eapecially
the leaders of the Sczte of larael, io order to bring sbowot the redemption of

the Jewdah people in chis cime of history? Of course, they forget chat Moshe
Rabbeine, the greatest rededsmer of the Jewish people who redessed ua out of Egypr,
of couree, with G-d*s help, was a2 person who never suffered & day of slavery,

whio inbermarried, who even according to the Medrash had agreed to raise his son

ax a2 gentile, yeb, he was chosen Lo redess the Jewigh people,  Who G=d chmoaes

ta redesn tha Jewish peaple 1a Hie busingsd, mot our busimess. OF course, che
Mizrachi amd modern orthodex heve always supported larael 100F without any anbivalence,
but Ché goestion s21]] rématng, what 1 1t thal céuded our peneraCiod 0o ba The

ene who was found worthy to redeen the Jewish people?

Aceopding to certain rebbis chece i 8 Medrash which eaplaing chiz. According

£a thiz Medrash as gopn as the Jewish people were extled from Idrasel Abrghan,
Yitzchak, and Yaacay, and Moshe each came before G-d pleading for the Jewish people.
Abrahan caree before C-d and amid, "G-d, you have co ssve the Jewish pepole. 1

was willing £e throw myself into cha fiery furnsce of Nimeod for Yoo, You have
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to gave the Jewish peaple.” G=d ggid, "That is very nice, Abraham, but you go
sit dowm.™ Then Yitzchak came Eorward snd aqid, "1 was willing te be bound to
the Jewigh people, to be zacrificed on Hount Morish on the Akédanh,™ G=d gaid,
"That is8 cruse, Yitechak, Bug go 4if down,"™ Then Yaacov said, "I wes willing to
fight for the Jesish people. [ was willing to confromt my brother Essu amd fight
him dnd riak my 1ifa. " Ood gaid, "That is froe, Yeacav, bob pou ge all dows,
too.” Then Moshe Rabbeinuy came forward and be said, “G-d, 1 wea willing ce blat
my neame oot from Your book just so Yo would gawe Che Jewizsh people after cCha

sin of che galden calf and che it of cheir sor wanciog Lo enter Che Land of Taraml.
1 was willing to sactifice everything for the Jewish people.  Forgive the Jewieh
people.” G-4 gaid, "That is crue, Moshe, but go sit dowm.™ Then Rache] came
hefore G-d and she said, "1 was willing to sscrifice #ven my love, Yascow, &0

1 ghould mnt pmbarass my sister, Leah.'" According o some rabbis Rache]l and Leah
ward actually twine and 10 wae wary difficwlt in twilight to recognize ome Erom
the ather becawse the only difference was their eyes. Leah's eyes were wsaker
and more welery, T dupposi, Chan Rechel "s éyes, a0 Rachel and Yaacow bad devised
& gcheme whereby Rachal soald glve Yascov different signals becauas she know her
father and knew that he may want to trick Yaacow if mob with Leah with amother
girl, am gha gawe him aignals a0 char Yaacov woield know that this was really her.
AFter all, they were heavily weiled, but chen when the wedding day came and Rachel
gaw that it was her sister Leah who wes coming to be brought to Yaacow she just
couald not stand bo have her sister svharassed so much. 1k would tuin ber.  She
would probably eever ger marcied, s0 ahe geve her sis{er her aigmals, Wnowing
full w=11 that it may mean that she woold pever be gble to marry Taacow, ber love,
and G-d satd, to her, "Becauae you were willisg to sacrifice for wour sister.
Leah, a4 dhe shield nob b ecbarssssd becapss yog Feli har pais, therafare, T
will redeen che Jewish people.™ The rabbis say that the reason why our generation

i worthy iz thet after World War Two wheo che 100,000, 260,000 or mavbe 250,000
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d.p.8 ware remnants of Jewry who were people who had just come out of the cancentration
campe who were once agsin herded into d.p. cawps and once again treated in a wretched
fashion. MNere were peocple who had suffered so much that they were trested in

guch a cerrible fashion chac when che Jews of Israel saw chis and they sew his

WE WETE O0CE again shamed, how We WeT® once again put inco cages, alchough chis

time we were pot sept to gas chewbers that chey sadid. "Enough of this shame "
although wnder the Britisgh cthey had a good life. Ecooomicsa]lly they wore doing

wery well. They sald chey had o have & aCate. We have Co redeswm Che honor of

the Jewish people. Wa cancet stand that por people should Baoso hued | dated and
treated in auech a shameful fashion, a0 they were willing to risk their lives to
start a stete, and Chat was the gress merit of our generation. &a you koow, oot
everyemie wis willing to de thin, Ben Guriom won with a very slim méjority. The
left wingers zn those days wanted a bi-pational state. They did nol want Co have
Tersel oz an independent state, oo we see From here that 2t was the willingress

of the Jewish people tn Terzel to meke sure that the shame of having thess darvivors
gtill limpering in campa two and three years after the Second Morld War did nnt

ga on.  In fact, many Cimea whan I teach my Habrew class 1 pose a question, and
almost alwayas they get it wrong. The question that 1 pose to them is, if a little
old lady coma up te you &n the streeta and seked you for SI0 and cut of che gocdnoas
nf wour bearc and without amy hesitation and with a smile you give her your $i0,

ig this the greatest miczvah? The grestest mitzwah is when chis little old lady
nomms and agks for 10 and wou resch into your pockst But you really do nob want

to réach into your pocket. You really do nobt want to give bher the 310 but you

grill have 2 gmile om wour face and she doegenolb know gboub any ol inmer tormoil
going on and you, Chough, glve her chie 510 becaude this wao the way that you were
taught. You remembér the days of old. You remember che téachings of your fachers
and wou do LC because Lt Le the right cthisg te do. What iz the grester mitewah?

When woir did iC with @ Eull heart giving her the $10, or wheén you struggled imsardly
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with yoursgl® and Finelly gawe bar che S107  Almoat always the young people ip
the class say, "0h, vhen you gawe it with a fwll heart it is a grast miczsah,"
hut that e ok go, The greater mitevah 1o whes you 3 ic oven Whon you Ao nst
reflly Ceel [ike doimg ft, but that becauge you remenber Che [eazone of Paasower,
Fra are sendlflwé [u the patn of the person in froot of you cthat you gn and do
ib, that iz cha greacer mitsweh, The baby 1s crying in the middle of the nightz.
You really do not want to get op.  Fou do b wast L0 Caké care of that baby,

buc you hawe to.  You know e im the right thing tn do.  ¥ou are sspsitive to
the needs of the baby. Or you are & doccor and you fust ceme home when Che phoos
einge anl yim hawe fo go out again. Yoo veally do not want to go out again.

Or you are & rebbi and it is the Firsc Cime you Gar down To wacch & ballgame For
4 years and pomeone calla and says, "fabbi, [ have to see pou right away." 1
vou are a good rabbi, of courge, wow wifl go. e ses from this that the greatest
mitpvah iz nob the miczvab of doieg semething bécause you Feel like doing it but
diing 1t bersuse you knos wouw have te do its You hnow that you canset atand To
#ew Lk pain of comsone &lse becouse you kDow Chat chis i che way you have to
act in order tno be a buman being. Difortusscely, there sre many couples that
cime to me with different merical problema. One of che problems s Che husband
or wibe will =ay, "This person iz mot doing with their full heart aod [ don't
uiilerstamd why they cen't do it with a full hesrt and © jost don't like ic."

I sk, "Ls the person downg it? 1Is wour wile going Co Che bellgame with you even
though you know she deed mot |ike ballgeree? Are you going to the ballar with
lier sven though yod kioe she Koows yoo die oot Like che baller? Afe you dodng
things For each other evem chough wou know chat the other persco really dogs nog
want to do ict™ They szy ves, &0 T gay Chay should b2 heppy Bechuse that L2 the
sggerce of merriage, to compromiee, To do Chings [for eedebody olso aven Chough
wou do mob feel 1ike dedng 1t. This s what you should be doing. That is what

it meana whan you love somebody. When you Jove somebody many times you do chings
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that wou do mag feel like doing but you know that the other persom Likes Chode
things so, cherefors, you &re Cryimg to please them. Why do pou want & Full heart
fag® 1t ia a greater gign of lows that this pevson iz willing to do it for you
even' theugh they rezlly do oot feel like doing it. That, my friends, is, of coures,
what wa all hive Eo recogni=s 1f we gos annther paraon’s pain, tf we aré aénaiciva
to another pergon’s nesd we will respond, and iF we will respend (hen we will

truly de a great mitewah, and then we will truly be worthy of redemption and the

ciming of the Mashiach.

1 an remindad of che acery they tell absset & boy Who was daing his homeworic,

Ha aaked hiz Fathar if he would help him with his homewark, The Eacher said he
did nor rhink rhar would be eight., The son looked at the father and said, "Dad,
why don't you Ery aoywey?  IE might be right." S0 we all ghould remenbge Co be
sengitive to other people’s nesds. We should #lways try Lo help, and we shoald
remerher thet the greater mitzvah really is bto do sesething ohen you do not fecl
100% 1ike dolng i but you koow L6 f8 the right thing to do and you know wyou have
to satisfy another person's weedd. Yoo koos you have ©o be sensitive to their
pain. Let wa all, becouse we are sensitive o Che pain of orCheérs, be truly sorchy

of sesing the coming of the Mashiach gquickly im oor day. Amm.



