FARSHAS HACHIDESH

Rabol Jsseph Redinsky
This Shabbes L3 & sesciel Sheebos. It is Farshss dalnedeah. On
Ehls Shatbos @e toox out twoe Torshs mnd resd & special Aafiir
fon Ba This fSRhakbos we banch Rosh CRodesh. e aske & Elessing
Toar the ngd ssnbh of Kisan, MNissn £ Lhe mgatn, OF gogurpe, Ln
uhlch Pesach coours. 1M Chie speciel Hefbir ERat oo reod oo roed
how Ehe Jewlsh pecple were comesnded o sel up & calendas ssking
Kisan the flest of ERe honthe of the Jewish reer, We wirfe to do
this as a erecendibion for our redeapbion from Egrpt; Tor gur
liberakien from slavery, Fhis sesms strange. Wby should the
Tirst copmandment glven Lo Ene Jeuish segple & & seoble Be the
setting wp of & calendar? We wnosrstemd the fmportancs of Sris
wilan, circumclsion, tne first commandment that was glven ko
AbranhaEe. de can #ver underatand the laportance of the Tirst
pommandment givenm to Adam and Eve: "8He frultful ond sultiply.”
But why were the Jewish people given of all comamndments the
commandment £ 581 up & calendac? This deoes not sesm To Be The
Trpe of coamamdnent Thet usuld be @2 jsportent for the Jewlsh

peaplie that depemdent wpon 1t was their liberaticn from Egyet.

Wnak's mers, the second cosmendednt That «es elven to the Jewlsh
peaple was the taking of Lthe l[emab and sleaughterirg LE. This
would se&s more leogical ko be B grecondibfon for Ihe Jedlsh
propke’s Liberabion From Egvet, Afier mll, the leak stesd far
idajatrr, Lt ls Pobt o cosmonly Gheought thet tmey sleughtered
Ehe Laab &3 scee eort of & secrifice be &-d. ThRey Qid that, Lhat
Iz brue, but [t hed = grester and deeper meanlng becausze durlng
this time of vear In Ehe slgne of the zodlac Arfes holds sdpreme.
Ar-les was, ¢f course, Lhe lpaE, and the Jewish Beqple took Lhe
land and slaughtered it to show we rejected pll idol worahip,

that we oo Aot belleve the world {8 gontrollad &y soirits chat



sometimes inhadif weseels Lhat ve moke for them, whether it D an
tdol or srisal., This tiame of yeas kna Egyptlens believéd the
spirit of Aries Lnhabited the lambs, and snFene whe bouched B
jasb would be killed be#cwase he was interfering with thRis spirit
shich would bring great beraflt oF harm bo Eqvpt, We would thimk
EnEn That the sezond comBERQEERt sTould nave been Ehe FiTER
compandeent And ERab LE Rae gessber lmpertsncs bhan setting wp @
caléndar, EmgE aattlng up @ calender really had no Deasind on (he
Jowiah pecple’s limsretion fros Eqypl.

That that Le not what staved Ln the Torak. [Ff wve sraming hod we
sre to st wp the celencer smo wnat we are to do when we el up
the calendar [p Jewish Life oerhape then we can wnderstand why
this should have been Lhe flrst cosmsndeent end why it 1s ‘5@
isportmant. He know that the Jewish calesdar [& BBsed woon the
nesy mGofn ARE WRen WE Fight The new mcon We Ehen start The new
montl, &nd, ®k you Endu, the ned poon waries Trom menkh te menth,
In the seantime there a-e 2% 113 days in & lunar month. However,
the soon aem vary in {te Azpearance In the sky for more than 18
nours. Therefors. ue cannol predict that Just 2% 1/ days after
the lagk new CRe ned sdem W€il]l come into being: That §is ony LD
iw laterssting to mobe Ehad althoush we Belleve very much In
Shabbos ard do mot believe we can Bréak Shebbos evcepT Eo Bave @
ikfe, #2c,, Feb here we are told @& ¢an Break the Snesbbos in
arder to go declare 8 ned woon. I We §ad 8 new moon din bhe sky
## caulid go up te Jerusslem, break the Shabbos By gglng beyend
the restricted distsnce tRal weé cam Travel on Shabbos. This
sedns silly. After all, the néw eden Ee polmg to happan. 3T It
doesn' b haepes bodar, £t wilD hapoen Eomorrow,  WAY should we
wak# wich @ blg fssue of golng out of the Snabbos llmits and
beankilng Sheabbos 1A erder %o o uo ko Jerwsales to testify that =

fids AOOA Has occurred.



The regson, o &y mingd, thet this wes so imporiaont wes beceuse
enit eeoiains the whole Jewbsh concept of freedon, The Jewish
pasple were about to oe liberated, Eo be given thedr fresdsm, Dt
they were to understand that fneir freedss vas not absolubeE, W
spesk A lob sBoul how we can do sverything, ko pathing Ls
ispassinle, now Cthere are no impeciments patare The will, how if
e dreas Lt wi con spke Lt & resliky. This, of couras, has orly
Lislcea weracity amd applicaticn. We are nok freae te 4o anyLhing
and everything thet we went to go. Me &re all golng To gle, He
@re all born with & gepetle defect. Our oelly cam anly replicate
B certhln mumber of times, Scilentists have dune ecperleasnts
with gells and found that even with the best conditisms and [he
pest rutrients they con divide srd reslicate only &0 many Clees
arid ther Ehey die. It is Llnteresting to note tREt SRis pemfod of
time corresponds to the 120 peafs tlee mentioned ia $he Eible,

e are [lmited. Ke cennot reverss tlme, We cannob even pub owr
gocks on peforg our shoss unless we have vEry |arge socks or

dom’'t mind tearing ouwr sochd WE,

Thére are gercaln thimgs we cannot de, He are nothing more than
s normenal tlee cicee, Certeim horsones shoob of ! BRd we @Fow
taller aAd mature. Other hormones shcok off snd we geb older,
Ofner horsones kool ofY gnd our halr kwerne white @99 we lose
some of pur bodr wviges. Eventually we lesve bhnls esarih. Wy &rfe
nokRing #o e Tham & Eies clock. Me are deterained §o Tollow =
pErtsln cours=. Im this ¢entury EREre heve Been Cwo different
views of man. Ore Has satid that we gre free and San do enythimg
u# uant T o and no one cmn sfsnd dn the war of our freesdom.
fhe other saxs that ean 18 completely ceberained and evervihlng
15 sechapistlc, everything is couse snd #ffect, and men hes no
freedos whatsocever., Paradericalily, theae viecus were somctimes

held by prople sieultameausly, Weé &ld EKAgu Thal Soth thess wiesus



sre wrong. We, in Judslasm do not Believe 1A & Flald deksrsinise,
That, of course, W&s bazed on B Wewionles view of the world which
madgern paveice now disoukeas, Newbkorn wkd fal wrong. He was Just
B oEpscial case, We &]] kEnse mow Bhet scienb@Tic laws sre only
probabillbies. We have po ldes what am Incividusl atom 1s going
to do im Ehe Lecord Leaw of thermcodymBmics. e have no ides sven
af where khe slectron 1% s it goes mrownd Ehe nucleus. We only
car spamk mbsut statistical right and wrone, stetisticel laws,

He camnot apesk anymore abowut individusl stoss following rlaid

lawy

The sawe ERbna 18 Efue for Puman belnos, toeo, We can Lakae
solentifloc poils and deterslne how most opeople will wote, but how
#n ledivlidus]l will vete, w& 62 not Enow, This 18 the Jewban yieuw
that we hawve freedom within lisits. freedos within srder, freedos
within fjau. TREE Qs Ine day AAbure warks, #nd ERBE Lk The umy
man works, too. That was whsk the setting up of bthe caleandar
whd Ee Lall ue, The sodm Can vary. The Sanhedrln had the right
to declare wher the holidevs wers, Thers was A ceflaln olay, e
friave & certain freesdon, even withln netures, in order Lo deEermine
when the new month olll be. Of courss, we wee this fresdoa ta
Aake sure Yo Kippur never comes on & Friday or Sunday, This s
the way we have to book ot Bil mspects of life, that we have
fregdom, but freedom withinm order, freés=dom within low. Quwr
freedom i not ebsolubte end we sre not completely determlned thet
we have a frecdom. That, of courseé, 1s tme obesis of our
relationship with S-4. We arfe Tree but rob coapletelr fres,
Thig; af courss, Ls The paradies for marrciage; toa. Be &re free
Buk not completely Pres, HWe hove to roslife we have fresdom Bk
wlthin limits, HMenr young people getting aarried today just

think they are sdding marrisse Ba their lite stvles, but wou

camnat hayve swarriage and nat be cestricted pad Aet be dediceted



srd devobed te the person to whor Fou are sarried. You canmat

play argund end s81ll bs marcled. You have to be bhere when Lhe
perscn needs rou,  Tou have [0 Be free, bukt, vet, vou slsc heve
to be limited in rour Fresdos,. & Gpcuse that desands complete
phedience From the other scouse will, of eourae, wreck Ehe
parrigge, boo.. You have to geit pour sgduss fresdos to Think and
te o and Fo mst, BuE There ls alwavs *reedes within Lielts. IT
FOUr LEOUSE EVer would tell yod, "Da what you wenst, T don't
cars,” You hpd betiter nat Jdo LL UnE% you are dalng is besking
the lisits af réur freeder, and vou wlli deskrér vour
relationship, The relestionshis we have with S-d Subk fres WlCRLn
Lislts, amd the relatfionshle ue have with our soouse ls the same,
It is freedom within 1imits. & person Enews thak LT vour epauvae
rieeds vou, bthen row have fov be there and help and give rour
peycheck and ©o this smd do that, It doss mol BALT&r hoWw Fou
divide vour responsibilittes;, buwt vou knod you have [a Ba
responsiblie for certain things. Many youwrg people a0 not knod
that the flrst rears of marrigge are the hardesd, and U 4o net
tell Ehemw, It i3 the hardest oe=cause you heuve Lo Codpromids Lwq
gltferent view mnd L1fe wtyles and unless, of course, there iz
infigellty or drugs, people cen reslly overcome Ehase
dlfficulties. They should overcome them, People Rave coEe Eo a®
fighting aover kacthelcks, bul the Eruwbh &7 The Batter le, rFou
Fave to give & persen Treedsm in @ sérrisge Dyt ERere Are STill

defimive 1lmits.

Trat is something oeopis heve to undersbend. That Qs the saes
typs of relatlonship we mave With G-d, amd that i= the trpe of
freecom Ehesk we want owt of EZgrpt. ThAE Ls The Eree of Tresdom
that we reaglly want in &8 marrisge, Bog, Too auch sbress has been
placed tadey on eaterinl thinps. khat 8 rFeally Dnportant I8 not

what vou have Bub the quality of the relationship that ysue Bave.



Thar# 1% nothing greater in 18fe than the Teeling thab you are
lowed ang that youw c&n ellslt love [n others, kmoeing that pour
lowe tor yowrself and xpculng, tog, that rou can #llcit love and
companlonanip and frisndekie In your spouss. That is & grest
feellng. Usfortusacely, today we SEreEss ssny tless things, wend
ther wmarringe becomes nothing sore EhAn & power paed, Thel 13
mgk the btrpe af fresdom or relatlonshlp we went. G-d sadd; “f em
givirg you freedes from Toyet =e bEhat you can have & Frelatbenship
witn He end & relotlenshie witn eoch other.” Judaism is based on
8 concepk of freedom. but freedow within order. within low. J%
is Ask famcy technolgpleal Inventions which meke a3 society rum,
grnd it is not fancy objects ernd tAdnge Lhak make & ®errloge work.
It 1% devotlom smo dedication to each other. Meloatlorahies can
orly be bullt if e reslize theat esch of wus hes fresdom Dul
{reeden wlithinm order. HMNone of w2 shouwld try to fepcee our wll]
on ancther completely, Bub, om the oiner Rasd, esch of us is
responaible to emch otner and knows The limits of our fresdom,

That ls what dedication and devotion is.

[ ap reminded &7 bhe aforry of @ grofédscr of & unlversitr whe
wert to & rabbl in Jerusalem and saic, "You know, Rabbl, we &re
doing marveléus ERings Aow e zan rly higher than the birds,
ke can run faster than any deer. Our cers ond froins go faster
them Bny desr. He can dive desper than ane Tish.” The rebbi
said, 'Thet's wonderdul Ehai you cen fir higher them a bird and
iR faster CRAM A dfer AnQ dlve geeper tham B tish, bub can Fou
walk iike a man?' Tha%. of course, §s the ker quesklon, What
kind of releationships do you haveT Can yvou receive Love? Can
vod give Lowe? Can vou feel free gnd stlll b responeible? IF
Fou can, then youw Beve folfilled the charge of The Tirst
compEncEsnl that G-d feave Ui Eo make A calendar, 10 realize that

altnough many bhings are getereined and 00 fallow & certain



patbern, ERars 10 #bll] fresdess. There i fresdem within oraer
and that is wnat we have Ea respeck in svery relstionshio, the
retationship between pran ond &-d, and especlally In the

reiatlenship betveen man and Eage 1



