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If you will notice the wicked son is also answered by this same sentence. The 
wicked son says “What is this work done to you?” He answered to him sharply, 
“Because of this G-d did for me when I went out from Egypt.” The same holds 
true for the son who does not even know how to ask. It says, “You shall tell to 
your son on that day saying, ‘Because of this which G-d did for me when I went 
out from Egypt’.”  
 
The Rabbis here are telling us something very important. They are telling us that 
when it comes to our children we have to educate them if we want them to be 
Jews, to rigorously be intellectually honest, to be willing to sacrifice for Judaism, 
and to be optimistic. One of the problems that we have today, according to the 
previous Lubavitcher rebbe, not the one who just died, is that we are forgetting 
also about the fifth son. He explains the sons in a little different way. He says that 
the wise son is the grandfather who came over from Europe. He still understood 
all the traditions of our people. Then you have the wicked son, who really is not 
so wicked because, after all, he is at the seder, but he is a rebellious son. He does 
not want to comply with all of the requirements of our religion. Then you have his 
son, the grandson, who is the simple one. He does not even know what to ask. He 
has not had any Jewish education. Then you have the great-grandson, already in 
worse shape. He does not know how to ask, what is this? But then the Lubavitcher 
rebbe said, there is a fifth son who does not even come to the seder. He is the son 
we have to worry about because he is being lost to our people completely. 
 
Actually, if we look at these four sons we will notice something else, too. The 
reason why three of the sons have not really understood what Judaism is all about 
is because they actually have not understood the Pesach, the matzah and the 
maror. If we look at the evils on, what is it that he says? He says, “What is this 
work to you?” In other words, he looks at reality and says, ‘what good is it?’ You 
think that you are going to change the reality that we have here? I am not willing 
to sacrifice to change this reality. In other words there is no reason for it. What is 
all this work to you? Of course, we see that today. We see many Jews who every 
time they have to choose between Judaism and sacrificing either their time or 
means; sacrifice Judaism. This is exactly what Esau did. Esau was a good Jew. 
Esau was raised in a Jewish home with a great education with two Jewish parents, 
but he did not want to sacrifice for Judaism. He would rather be one of the boys. 
He was not interested in 




















































