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When we moved to Houston, | met and got to know Cantor Dean. He always
has a smile on his face, and is a wonderful person to learn how to behave towards
other people. During the last year, | had the pleasure of studying with him, as he
taught me how to read the Torah and Haftorah. Working with him every week was
always nice. He opened up new worlds for me. Next month my class will be having a
shabbaton, and I will be reading the Torah then, only because of Cantor Dean.

Turn now to Cantor Dean,

Cantor Dean, You have shown me how to be a nice person by being one, and you
have taught me so well. | know that | speak for everyone here, that we all want you to
have the best of heaith and many many more years of pleasure. Thank you,

To my brothers and sister. We play together, we fight together and we generally
get along together. To my brother Ari, who goes through money like water, and
always needs money to buy more lego, | forgive you for trying to talk me into giving
you my birthday money when you were only five years old, so you couid buy more
lego. To my brother Eitan who will probably cause me to be deaf by the age of
fourteen with his screeching, and to my sister Atara who is always into all of my stuff, |
forgive all of you for all the times you drove me crazy, and | hope that when you guys
celebrate your Bnei Mitzvah that you will be this kind to me. But sariously, every
brother should be lucky to have brothers and a sister like you guys.

To my grandparents, my poppy and my nona, and most of you know them by
more traditional names, | speak to you or see you almost every day. Your constant
attention, your love and your just being you, has left an imprint on me that every child
should be so lucky to have. | don’t know the right words to say thank you and | love
you.

To my Grandma Frances, | know that you wish that we could be closer to you
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and that you could see us more often. | know that you wish that you could more easily
hear us over the phone. | know that you always ask about us, and when | see the
beautiful smile on your face when you see us and can sit around watching us, that
smile is worth a thousand words. Thanks for being you.

When | was very young | copied the names which my parents used for their
relatives, and my mother's parents became Poppy and Nona, her grandparents
became Grandma, Grandpa and NoNo. For Grandpa and Nono, while you were with
us you showed great love for family and tradition. Each of you taught me things in a
compietely different way, and that is great because no two people are the same, and
we have to learn to live with everyons. To Grandma, you are now living around the
corner, and its about a mile away, but in Texas, with a state so big, and with the
corners so long, we can say it’s just around the corner. Having you around is really
great. We used to shmooze over the phone a few times a month when you lived in
Seattle. Now we shmooze a few times a week. It's really great. You have shown me
what love and dedication is to family and friends. Thanks

To my many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends who have joined with me this
morning. | am not going to mention your names. Why, first of all this speech is already
long enough, and besides my Poppy Mm Your being here has taught
me how important it is to be with friends and family. Your warmth, kindness and
mentchlichkeit are a constant guide. Thank you toeveryone who cut their vacation
short to be with me today.

And to my parents. They watch over me like a hawk. | am so happy that starting
with Monday | will have a room at the other end of the house, away from their ever
present eyes. But they have shown me what it means to be dedicated parents. | can
thank them for all that they have done for this day, but that would be wrong, because
they have shown me the same love and dedication for every day, and for everything
that | do, and which we do as a family.
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My K2IX told me that there is a special woman here this morning. When my RAR

heard that she was in town she started crying. Her name is Dr. Wilkens. If not for her,
neither | nor my mother would be here this morning. She showed a sense of

dedication in the miracle which she performed about 13 1/2 years ago when my RMR
was carrying me. Dr. Wilkens thank you, and Hashem thank you, for guiding her on
that Friday moming in June of 1985. My X2X told me that you were the first person to

see me, and | was even smaller than the octuplets who were born here last week.
And last but not least, | would like to thank Hashem, with the words of the

famous 71342, M WY YA URP) 1WMIY, Who has kept us alive and

sustained us and brought us to this time. ~ DY2Q NIV
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When | was preparing for my Bar Mitzvah, | was given many topics to choose
from, and | wanted something from the Torah reading. However, | was able to find a
topic which is from the Torah reading but is not really from the Parsha. What do |
mean?

There is a difference in custom between Ashkenazic and Sephardic Jews as to
when the Torah shouid be lifted for everyone to see. We know our custom is to lift the
Torah at the end of the Torah reading. Sephardim, on the other hand do it at the
beginning of the Torah reading. If we had followed the Sephardic custom this morning
we would not have been able to see the beginning of the Torah reading. This is

because there is absolutely no break between the end of last week'’s parsha, @i%\,
and the beginning of this momings.

When we look into a TN, we find that there are two types of paragraph
breaks at the end of the weekly Torah reading. Some of them look like our regular
paragraphs. They are called NND  One paragraph ends, and the next paragraph

starts at the beginning of the next line, aithough the beginning of the next line isn't
indented.  There is another type ot ending of one paragraph and the starting of
another one, where there is a break of nine letters, and then the next paragraph

starts on the same line.  These are called 1N,
With the TP B this moming, we don't have either. It just continues without a

break from the previous TZ75. This is the only Torah reading of the whole year which

is found this way. The big question is why? And we aren't the first ones to ask this
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Jews, there is a problem, because the ¥Tn says in other places that as long as one

of the sons of Jacob was alive the slavery did not start. So why does the TN say
that it had begun while Jacob was alive, and his eyes were figuratively ciosed to what
was happening. An answer is offered by D°IPt 20 that there were two levels of

being slaves, one being more severe than the other. The easier one had begun
during the lives of the sons of Jacob. And only after their death, did the Egyptians go

to the more severe form. Other similar answers are givenbythe D°Jpt NYT and by
the Bartenura. They explain that the slavery was started by getting the Jews to work
for them by paying them, with the goal in mind to eventually make them slaves.

There is a similar idea expressed in the T Tmbh, that when the family
of Jacob came to Egypt, the Torah says that they were settled in the area of Goshen
and that it had the best land in Egypt. The 2T says that on Pesach, a person

may fufill the mitzvah of marror with Chazeret, which is a form of lettuce. The Talmud
asks that the problem is that this form of lettuce is sweet, and marror is supposed to be
bitter. Rabbi Hiyya said in the name of Rabbi Hoshaiah that this lettuce starts off
sweet but ends up bitter. This is based on the idea that this is what happened in
Egypt. The Egyptians started off being nice to the Jews, settling them in a great area,
and paying them for the work they did. Then they made life bitter for the Jews. It was
all part of a plan.

The second answer given by the Midrash said that Jacob was going to reveal
the time of the final redemption to his sons, but that knowiedge was taken away from
him by God. The Torah says, at the beginning of the next chapter, Jacob called his
sons into the room and was going to tell them what was will happen at the end of
days. However, we find that Jacob does not tell them anything like that, and instead
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parsha immediately follows the other one, without a break. It would be very easy to
just look at that and to keep going. However, the Midrash teaches us to look deeper.
When we start to look deeper we find hidden meanings.

Inlife, itis always very easy to look at things just as they are, and not try to
understand the who's, what's and why’s. We have to learn to search and to
appreciate more, and not to just be satisfied with the easy way out.

As | am entering Jewish adulthood now, | have an obligation to myself and to
those around me to try to understand myself and everyone else to the greatest degree.
Not to rush to snap judgments but to be appreciative of all possibilities and everything
that makes us who we are.

There are many places where | have learned how to look at things carefully
and to think about what | see and hear. | spend most of the hours that | am awake in
the Hebrew Academy. The wonderful teachers there, in the secular studies and
Judaic studies, have taught me how to think and to be a better person. | would like to
thank all my secular studies teachers. Mrs. Doran, Mrs. Dreyfuss, Mrs. Ro, Mrs.
Liberman, Mrs. Levinton, Mrs. Wilkenson and Mrs. Torres. They showed a sense of
love and dedication. They have shown me how to be a good person, and they have
also shown me what it means to enjoy learning. Thank you.

When | get the opportunity to speak to my family in Israel they are always
impressed with the fact that | understand them when they talk, and that | can answer
them. To my wonderful Ivrit teachers who have made studying Hebrew fun. For

teaching me a love of "X72° NI and for all Jews. To n1733 ehriichman, gardner,
dafni and osherov, thank you all for being you and aiways being there.
Tomy WP *T teachers who have taught me how to be a Jew, and to love

it. Mrs. Turin, Rabbi Pollak, Rabbi Adeiman, Rabbi Nimshinsky and Rabbi Perton, you
have connected me with the greatest tradition in the world. Thank you.




