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Bar Mitzvah Speech
Daniel Schanler

Dear Rabbi, Cantor, family, and friends, today we read a
portion of the Torah called Lech Lecha, or *Get Thee Out®. This
parasha tells us about Avram's unshakable faith in Hashem and
even proves it by describing several tests that Avram had to
pass. Literally, Lech Lecha means to "Go to yourself" which
really describes the entire Torah portion because it tells of
Avram's movement towards fulfilling his main purpose...to serve
Hashem.

We learned that Avram is asked by Hashem, to go away from
his homeland. Rashi says this was for Avram's benefit so he
would go to a place worthy of raising his future sons. Hashem
said that He would give Avram children and fame; *iADTRd NABYD 73
73 131111 ("and in you shall all families of the earth be
blessed"). Hashem was also trying to spread Avram's good
character, his "emunah® or faith, and influence other people to
believe as did Avram. It is said that sending Avram on his
journey was like spreading the "aroma of a perfume or the
fragrance of the Havdalah spice box", so all people could be
awakened and be influenced by Avram. Avram said YRS, not even
knowing where he was going, and not even having time to organize
his affairs. This was one of the many trials of Avram's faith
in Hashem.

When Avram entered ERretz Canaan, or lsrael, he saw that the

people were working hard and well for the good of their land.
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Avram was glad Hashem let him settle there. But, when Avram
arrived, there was a drought and a famine broke out. This was a
test to see if Avram would complain about where Hashem let him
settle, but, again, Avram didn't complain. Since the famine
spread all over Eretz Yisrael, Avram decided to go to Egypt for a
short time where the food was plentiful.

avram's wife, Sarai, was very beautiful. Avram was worried
that the Egyptians would kill him to get her. Even though his
plan to hide Sarai didn't work, Avram had faith that Sarai would
be safe. Despite the king's offer of many gifts, Avram showed
strength and another test of his faith was performed. When a
plague broke out in the king's household and the king found out
that Sarai was really Avram's wife, he let them leave. He gave
them many gifts and he even escorted them with 4 steps from his
palace. The Midrash says that the 4 steps foretold of our 400
years of bondage in Egypt.

Avram and Sarai journeyed back to Eretz Canaan being much
richer from their stay in Egypt and having even more followers
than before. It was there that Avram and his cousin Lot
separated. The Midrash says that Avram learned that Lot was
being attracted to idol-worshipers and because he had enough
money, he was no longer interested in staying with Avram and
learning of his beliefs. Even though Lot left Avram, it was
Avram who helped rescue Lot during a war among the local kings.
Even though Lot did not deserve to be saved, the Midrash says

that Avram had the wisdom to know that Ruth would descend from
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Lot and she would begin the dynasty of King David, David
HaMelech. Again, he is tested by Hashem!

The last of the tests we learned today was the covenant with
Hashem through the Brit Milah. Avram was told that he should
circumcise himself to achieve a new degree of "kiddusha", or
holiness. At the age of 99 years, Avram circumcized himself and
the males in his household. Hashem told him, that from that day
on, his name would be changed to Avraham, and Sarai's name to
Sarah, both with the addition of a "Hay" in the name. By doing
this, Hashem included a little bit of His Name in their names.

Avraham was the first individual to come to realize Hashem's
existence on his own. Today's parasha describing Avraham's
emunah, or faith in Hashem, reminds me of a story they tell about
Rav Yitzchak, who, as a child was brought to a Maggid, who told
him "I will give you a gold coin if you can find where Hashem
is." The child (Rav) answered, "I will give you 2 gold coins if
you can find me a place where Hashem is NOT".

In reading today's Torah portion, I think it must have been
very difficult for Avram to trust and obey Hashem without the
benefit of growing up as a Jew or knowing other people with his
special relationship to Hashem to serve as examples. There are
many ways here in this community to find positive examples for me
to follow. I have been fortunate to have a strong Jewish
education, starting at the Montessori School at this synagogue
and continuing at The Hebrew Academy. I thank Rabbi Radinsky,

Cantor Dean, and Mrs. Hetty Perl here at United Orthodox
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Synagogues and the faculty of The Hebrew Academy, under the
leadership of Mrs. Friedman and Rabbi Wender for guiding me these
many years. I am fortunate to attend a school where its leaders
are committed to the continuity of Jewish learning for me and for
all Jewish children. As with Avraham, I feel committed to
support the school so others who come after me can have a strong
Jewish education. I can do this now only in a small way, by
pledging a portion of my bar mitzvah gifts to The Hebrew Academy
25th Anniversary Campaign. But, I can also be an example for
younger children if I live my life as a good Jew.

We also spoke numerous times of Avraham and Sarah's journey
through desert lands. We read of their pitching tents and moving
from one to another place, each time attempting to teach people
the ways of Hashem. The tents in the social hall next door,
although useful as table decorations, serve to remind us of the
journeys of Avraham. I thank my mom for working so hard to make
this occasion so special for me. I thank dad for his constant
badgering to get my bar mitzvah studying done and Susan for only
bothering me after I was finished learning. I am very happy that
all my grandparents, Nana and Poppy Schanler and Grandmommy and
Granddaddy Wallace are here to celebrate with me today. I am
delighted that my great uncle Sidney and aunt Addie are here from
Florida and great aunt Clara is here from Rockaway, New York. I
thank my aunt Eileen, uncle Steve, and cousins Rachel and
Jonathan for traveling from New Hampshire and uncle Bill and aunt
Barbara for journeying from Greenville. I am happy that the
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ins are here from New Jersey.

Rudins and also the slat
day with me and have a good

Thank you all for gharing this

Shabbos!




